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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
Monday, March 6, 2017 — 7:00 P.M.
Town Hall, 302 Main Street
1" Floct Conference Room

I. CALL TO ORDER
Chairman Robert Friedmann called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Attendant Members Absent Members
Robert Friedmann J- Colin Heffernan
Madeline Fish Mark Caldarella
Geraldine Lewis

Joanne Gadon, Alternate
Michael Cianfaglione, Alternate seated for Mark Caldarella

Attendant Staff
Chos Costa, Zoning Enforcement Officer

There were three andience members present.
I11. REGULAR BUSINESS

A. MINUTES

MOTION to approve the Regnlar Meating Mismtes of Febmay 21, 2017 as preseated; MADE G
Lewis: SECONDED: L Fish; VOTING IN FAVORE: E. Fredmann LI Fish, & Lewis, A
Cianfaglione ABSTAINING: Noae: OPPOSED: None; APPROVED: 4-0-0.

B. CORRESPONDENCE

MOTION to approve Invoice #42556 in the amonnt of 3462 50 from Branse & Willis, IT.C;
MADE: G Lewis: SECONDED: F Faedmann: VOTING IN FAVOR: R Foedmann, M. Fish,
G Lewis, M Cianfaglione; ABSTAINING: None. OPPOSED: None. APPROVED: 4-0-0.

IV. DISCUSSION
Al Temporary Signs
0Old Savbrook Chamber of commerce Sign Task Force

Suzie Beckman, Director of Economic Development and Judy Sullivan, Director of the Chamber of

Commerce and Lanren Harris, Harris Outdoors presented.
-
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The Sign Task Force presented ideas for the Commizsion to consider:

1. Modifiable, movable signs allowing 3-5 sityle options that conform to design standards to
include materialz, size, location and duration.

Sign Registration and Permit Process required in conjunction with other sign permits,
ensuring compliance with regnlations and standards and are nsed in other towns

a

3. Compliance to include stickers to indicate a permit was obtained and assistance in business
self-policing.
4. Partner with the Chamber of Commerce Businesses, contributing to education and

commmaication of regulations; assisting in compliance with sign and other repulations and
preventing the need for sign sweeps.

J Sullivan stated that the Chamber has received numerons calls and emails seeking help on the nse of
temporary signs. C Costa, Zoning Enforcement Officer spoke with the Board of Directors for the
Chamber of Commerce and shortly thereafter a Sign Task Force was created. ] Sullivan stated that
it was determuned that the A- ﬁa.rne sien presented the best advertisement for the varions merchants
and their bnzinesses.

L Harris stated that her business ntilizes a temporary A-frame siegn which is extremely cost effective
and provides a great return while maintaining the character of the Town.

3 Beckman stated that there are around 195 independent “mom and pop” owned boutique stores
and keeping the costs and investments low are an important part of preserving businesses in-town.

J Sullzvan stated that the Tazk Force worked to identify portable signs that are acceptable fo the
Architectnral Review Board and to Zoning related to materals, size, history and location and
duration.

R Friedmann noted that there are twenty-two definitions in the Zoning Regulamm related to signs.
R Friedmann stated that the Zoning Commission tried loosening up on the sign regulations several
vears ago and he noted that there is no application fee associated with the installation of a temporary
sign and there are no additional fees incnrred afrer implementation of temporary signs. R
Friedmann stated that the temporary signs have received complaints from the Town as well as from
the Economic Development Commission. R Friedmann questioned how the current proposal will
accomplish a different ontcome than that which was premionsly demonstrated to fail

J Sullivan indicated that many businesses do not know the regulations and she stated that an
education process mmst occnr. The Chamber and the Sign Task Force is w:ll]mg to aszsist with that
process, and she snggested the mitation of signage to one type of temporary sign for retail
cnstomers.

F Fredmann suggested az an option, the nse of changeable, portable signs that are displaved on-
premises only durng the honrs of operation. The Zoiﬁng Commission regulates sizn size, heizht
and lo-ratmn however they cannot regnlate content. R Friedmann suggested that the Chamber and
the Sign Task Force might assist business owner's with the content of the sign.

R Fredmann stated that the ideal wonld be an A-frame sign that is located on-site, not on the dght-
of-way, and one that wonld be visible to passers-by traveling at 30 miles or more per honr

R Friedmann stated that in the past the allowance of an A-frame was permitted to be installed for up
to 15 days in a row, 4 times per year for a total of 60 days on the calendar.

J Sullivan stated that the Sign Task Foree will continme their work and being back a formal proposal
to the Zoning Commission and work with the Commission on refining the process.
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E. “Motor Vehicle Storage and Permitted Uses”
350 & 400 Boston Post Road, Assessor’s Map 33, Lot 5, Map 42, Lot 15
Gateway Business B-4 Distoct
Croner: Saybrook Bealty Acquisitions Agent: Joe Wren, PE.

Joe Wren, Indigo Land Design presented on behalf of this application. 400 Boston Post Road is
New England Power Equipment and the business owner recently purchased 350 Boston Post Road.
This lot is cncrently vacant and Savbrook Ford has been storng new automobiles on that particular
site. ] Wren stated that the nse is accessory to the building located at 400 Boston Post Road which
is the principal building The parcels are separate and there is no proposal to merge them. ] Wien
stated that he is here to determine what is required to continue operations.

R Fredmann stated that if a parcel is separate yon cannot have an accessory nse as the only use on
the parcel. Accessory has to be accessory to something else on the p:u:u::el_ In the B-4 District a
permitted nse is a Pa.tkmg lot and you can have a parking lot as a primary nse without having to have
a building and a business. The ZEC is concerned that if thisis a parking lot, it is then subject to
packing lot regnlations and setbacks. R Fredmann stated that vehicles may be packed on that site
that 1= owned by the auto dealership, however the business owner shall not condnct vehicle sales in
the parking lot.

The current use at 380 Boston Post Road 15 for overflow packing for Savbrook Ford. ] Wren stated
that the John Deere Building is limited in space and if it is expanded the property at 330 Boston
Post Road will nse some of that site for the overflow of John Deere equipment as well

R Friedmann stated that as related to uses, if it is a parking lot it means that vehicles that doive on
the road with a license plate can pack there. However, vehicles nsed for constmction-like activities
or farming that are parked in what otherwise would be a parking lot, and it now becomes outdoor
storage which is different from a parking lot.

R Friedmann stated that if you have vehicles from the John Deere operation park on the lot next
door, it then becomes outdoor storage for a business that is not on-site, and outdoor storage must
be an accessory to some other aspect of a business nse on the same lot. If they have farm
equipment that is displaved ontdoors onsite and they have too many for storage at 400 Boston Post
Road, and they place some of thosze vehicles on the other property site, now they are ontdoor

storage at 380 Boston Post Road as an accessory nse where there is no primary nse at 350 Boston
Post Road.

R Fredmann stated that you can have storage as a special exception nse. The regnlations state that
there is a special exception application process and the applicant would be required to outline on a
plan what wonld be parking and what would be storage, etc. Further, the applicant must
demonstrate on an on-site plan the 25-foot front landscape buffer area that is not paved and not
used for parking and storage, and other site improvements must be reflected on the site plan. If
there is no budding proposed or no site improvements, the applicant must demonstrate compliance
with the regulations regarding sethacks.

J Wren stated that for now the applicant will continme stoong Ford vehicles on the property at
380 Boston Post Road.

V. WORESHOT: Zoning Regulations
~Adign: Discnss regulation fizes ,“'hnuse}seepiﬂg and possible amendments.

The Commission disenssed possible honsekeeping amendments and will continne the discnssion to
the next meeting.
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VI. COMMITTEE, REPRESENTATIVE & STAFF REPORTS
Mo reports.

VII. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION to adjoun the meeting at 8:32pm. to the next regnlarly scheduled Zoning Commission
mesting on Monday, March 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall 302 Main Street, 1* Floor
Conference Room, Old Savbrock MADE: M. Fish: SECONDED: B Fraedmann: VOTING IN
FAVOR: B Fredmann, A Fish, ] Lewis, M Cianfaglione; ABSTAINING: None; OPFOSED:
MNone. APPROVED: 4-0-0.

Respectinlly Subnutted

Stella Beandoin
Recording Clerk

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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