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Refusal to Return Privileged Domestic Violence Documents 

 
The refusal to return protected Domestic Violence related materials by Police Commissioners Renee Shippee and Alfred “Chub” Wilcox 

has become a matter of public concern.   I feel compelled to issue the following statement to the public concerning this important matter.   

 

After months of unnecessary debate, independent legal counsel has determined that Police Commissioners Alfred “Chub” Wilcox and 

Renee Shippee’s refusal to turnover privileged domestic violence related documents is both a violation of Police Commission By-laws 

and Connecticut Law.   

 

Police Commission Chairman Frank Keeney, other Members of the Police Commission, and I have encouraged, requested, and 

demanded that a packet of information legally received by each Police Commissioner in August be returned to the Department for safe 

keeping.  The documents in question contain concerns over a domestic violence arrest which identifies a domestic violence victim, 

includes a domestic violence supplemental police report, the identity of juveniles, juvenile statements, and photos.   To date Police 

Commissioners Wilcox and Shippee, as Agents of the Town who have been educated in the rules/law concerning privileged documents, 

continue to refuse to return the privileged documents in violation of Connecticut’s Freedom of Information Law and Commission By-

Laws.   

 

Attorney Michael Rose, of the Law Firm Rose Kallar LLP, states, in part, in his opinion letter dated October 7, 2021 concerning the 

matter:  

 

“To the extent that members of the Board of Police Commission or any other civilian employee or police officer, is maintaining 

documents in a private fashion, is illegal under the Freedom of Information Act and could subject the Town of Old Saybrook to fines 

and penalties for violating the Act” 

 

“The Act also discusses domestic violence records, exempting them from disclosure.  Records that are exempt from disclosure are only 

viewable upon an order of the Freedom of Information Commission or by Order of the court.   Those records must be kept by your 

Department and safeguarded from public view.” 

 

Attorney Rose concludes his opinion by stating:  

 

“In closing, any documents not in the possession of your Department, including those being held by Police Commissioners Wilcox and 

Shippee, must immediately be returned to your Department”. 

 

Police Commissioners, like police officers, are not above the law.  When elected civilian police commissioners fail to adhere to their 

own rules and laws that govern their duties they bring into question the legitimacy of their position.  I have sent numerous correspondence 

to Commissioners Shippee and Wilcox on this very important matter.  Their refusal to follow the law as Agents of the Town is interfering 

with my duties as the Chief of Police to properly maintain and store confidential documents and police reports.  The lawful storage of 

reports does not diminish the transparency of the Agency, rather it builds trust between those who require services and the police.  The 

proper storage of confidential reports does not preclude the Commission as a body to review documents for a lawful and legitimate 

reason.  The public must be assured that their private matters are kept private and stored in accordance with the law. 

 

I want to ensure the public that the Department will take every action under the law to protect their most personal and private matters 

from being exposed.  I am disheartened that I am working with individuals who believe that keeping a protected domestic violence 

report at their private homes is appropriate.  It is not a function of oversight or transparency, but rather a blatant abuse of power and a 

refusal to comply with the law.    


