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To:  Robert C. Friedmann, Chair, Old Saybrook Zoning Commission 
 

From:  Matthew Pugliese, Chair, Old Saybrook Economic Development Commission (EDC) 
 

RE:  “Smoke on the Water” Petition to Amend Zoning Regulations to include outdoor 
restaurant definition and standards and to allow temporary non-residential restaurant trailers 
in the SP-2 District and for Town-owned properties located on the CT River or Long Island 
Sound for a maximum of 180 days per calendar year.  

 
Date:  February 19, 2021 

 
 

The EDC strongly supports the Petition to Amend the Zoning Regulations for the SP-2 District. 
 

After almost a decade, the Economic Development Office and Commissioners still get questions about 

when the Dock’n’Dine will return to Saybrook Point. It is unfortunate to have to continually respond by 

saying that it is cost prohibitive to rebuild a permanent structure in that location due to the risks of flooding 

and long-term climate change that threaten the coastline.  
 

The proposed amendment to the Zoning Regulations allowing for an outdoor restaurant using temporary 

restaurant trailers at Saybrook Point is a creative and reasonable solution to the challenges of rebuilding a 

traditional, permanent structure in this location. The EDC strongly supports the proposal for the following 

reasons: 
 This is an interesting, fun and creative use of a property that has laid fallow for nearly a decade; 
 Social distancing and other COVID-related restrictions will linger for months and possibly years 

minimizing any interest in developing new indoor activities such as dining leaving the property in 

its current state of disuse if the amendment is not supported; 
 Consumer confidence in dining indoors at restaurants will take time to be restored so outdoor 

options will continue to be in demand;  
 The property lends itself to an outdoor use that will allow visitors to fully enjoy and appreciate the 

beautiful setting without blocking the view of the CT River from Fort Saybrook Monument Park 

or adding a structure to the shoreline as it is viewed from the water; 
 A shift in demand is moving retail and restaurants to provide experiences to their customers and a 

unique outdoor dining opportunity along the CT River will be a significant attraction to visitors; 
 Approximately 20 part-time and full-time jobs will be created during the months of operation; 
 The approach of allowing non-permanent structures provides flexibility in the future for additional 

or different uses in the location without having to acquire, maintain or renovate a legacy building.  

 
Improving the property, putting it back into use and having a new, experiential, outdoor dining attraction at 

Saybrook Point operating by the beginning of the 2021 summer season will have a significant positive 

impact on the economic health.  


