
  

 TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK 
 SELECTMEN’S OFFICE 

 302 Main Street  Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475-2384 

 Telephone (860) 395-3123  Fax (860) 395-3125 
 

 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 

3:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 

To access the audio from this meeting go to www.oldsaybrookct.gov  and in the Search box enter 

Video Library 
 

I.   CALL TO ORDER – All members present 

II.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - Recited 

III.   COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC - None 

IV.   COMMENTS FROM THE SELECTMAN – Scott Giegerich wished all a happy 

thanksgiving; Matt Pugliese asked about the re-structuring in the land use office. The 

First Selectman commented that Chris Costa will be a senior planner and ZEO, and that 

there will be a line item for consulting services. He felt this personnel change was an 

opportunity for efficiency and savings, without losing any productivity.  The First 

Selectman commented on the following: the loss of Bob Fish for which there was a 

moment of silence. Mr. Fortuna then also mentioned the loss of George Maynard and 

John Torrenti, both long time Old Saybrook residents who influenced a great many 

people; He thanked everyone for attending the town meeting, such as it was; He 

mentioned that he will be on the Board of COST, CCM and MIRA next year; he 

commented on the police commission by laws and read into the record his comments 

that were sent to the Chairman; he read the letter he received from Mr. Chris Alexy 

who claims he was treated very poorly by the Old Saybrook Police Department.  

V.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve the November 10, 2020 Board of  

           Selectmen Meeting minutes.  
FORTUNA /PUGLIESE 

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

VI.   BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD  
A. Discussion and possible action on approval of STEAP grant in the amount of 

         $128,205 for the purpose of locating two pre-fabricated restrooms at Parks & 

Recreation locations and to further recommend that an additional amount of 

$17,895 be appropriated from the town’s capital non-recurring fund (3350) 

and to place these funds in a new fund entitled, (P & R Restroom Project).   

Further to move the STEAP grant approval to Town meeting or moved to the  

Board of Selectmen for consideration pursuant to Governor Ned Lamont’s 

Executive Order 7S, whichever is in effect. 

Mr. Pugliese asked if a second bathroom location had been selected. It has not. 

Motion to approve. 
 FORTUNA/GIEGERICH 

 MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/9GbQ-KEntQA


Board of Selectmen 

Minutes 

November 24, 2020 

 
 

B.  Action of the Board of Selectmen pursuant to Governor Ned Lamont’s  

 Executive Order 7S:  

Based on the recommendation of the Board of Finance and Board of Selectmen, 

to approve STEAP grant funding in the amount of $128,205 for the purpose of 

locating two pre-fabricated restrooms at Parks & Recreation locations and to 

further recommend that an additional amount of $17, 895 be appropriated from 

the town’s capital non-recurring fund (3350) and to place these funds in a new 

fund entitled, (P & R Restroom Project).  

Motion to approve. 
FORTUNA /PUGLIESE 

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

C. Appointments 

1. Historic District Commission (HDC).  Term expiration William A. 

      Childress.  This appointment is a five year term due to expire 12/2025. 

Motion to approve 
 FORTUNA/GIEGERICH 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
2. Historic District Commission (HDC).  Term expiration alternate member  

      Alan Cantor.  This appointment is a five year term due to expire 12/2025. 

Motion to approve.  
FORTUNA /PUGLIESE 

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

VII.   EXECUTIVE SESSION:  Discussion with Attorney Joseph McQuade re:  pending 
   litigation (Eugean Heiney v. Old Saybrook). Motion to approve. Entered at 4:00  
   p.m. 

FORTUNA/GIEGERICH 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

VIII.  Possible votes or action on matter discussed in executive session (Eugean Heiney v. 

           Old Saybrook) – The Board exited executive session at 4:32 pm. and moved to  

           approve the potential settlement discussed in executive session in the matter of  

           Eugene Heiney v. Old Saybrook. This matter will be before the Board of Finance next  

           Tuesday. Motion to approve.  

FORTUNA /PUGLIESE 

   MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

IX.   COMMENTS FROM THE SELECTMEN – The Torchlight parade will not be  

           occurring this year.  

X.  ADJOURNMENT – Motion to adjourn at 4:35 p.m. 

FORTUNA/GIEGERICH 

MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 

Carl P. Fortuna Jr., First Selectman 
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Carl Fortuna 

 
From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

 

 

 

Carl Fortuna 

Monday, November 23, 2020 4:24 PM 

Frank Keeney 

RE: OSPC Meeting 

 
 

Chairman Keeney, 
 

First, let me say thank you to you and your fellow commissioners for your volunteerism. The town appreciates all of you, 

and those on other boards and commissions, who are willing to put themselves in front of the public in the interest of 

public service. 

 
With regard to the by-law changes you have been and are discussing, my comments will be brief. I understand civilian 

complaints and consequent discipline should be dealt with by the Chief and I wholeheartedly agree with this. Further, let 

me be clear: I support Chief Spera's authority to discipline his officers and I believe Chief Spera justly and appropriately 

manages his force and disciplines officers when necessary . However, as for civilian complaints that are addressed to the 

Police Commission(PC) as a whole ,and dealt with by a future Chief of Police and Chairman, my only concern is that a 

pattern of complaints could in theory be hidden from the PC over time. Again, this is n,ot the case with Chief Spera or 

Chairman Keeney. 

 
If the PC feels there are enough safeguards in the by-laws draft being proposed, then I will support the decision of this 

commission to move forward with the by-laws as drafted by counsel. 

 
Lastly, I absolutely agree that no individual commission member should be conducting their own investigations outside 

of the confines of the PC. After multiple discussions with counsel on this matter, it if my firm belief that a commissioner 

who chooses to conduct PC business outside of the PC could jeopardize the integrity of the commission as a whole. I 

would encourage all commissioners to follow the advice of counsel on this matter. 
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