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 TOWN OF OLD SAYBROOK 
 Parks & Recreation Commission 

 
Susan Esty, Chairman 
Steven Pernal, Vice Chair 
Jim Henderson, Secretary 

  
 

 www.oldsaybrookct.gov 
 

Star Rueckert 
Bror Ashe 
Nancy Gatta 

Kevin Lane 

OLD SAYBROOK PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION  
REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021; 6:30 PM 
              Meeting Held Via Web Access/Dial In 

 
MINUTES 

1. Call Meeting to Order – Chair Susan Esty called the meeting to order at 6:33p.m. 
Present were: Director Ray Allen, Susan Esty, Jim Henderson, Steven Pernal, Kevin 
Lane, Bror Ashe, Nancy Gatta & Star Rueckert at 6:50pm 
Absent: None 
Also present: Jona Paradis, Ass’t Director &Tina Antolino, Recording Clerk 
 

2. Approval of January 13, 2021 Meeting – MOTION to accept the January 13, 2020 
minutes as presented made by Jim Henderson seconded by Steve Pernal and unanimously 
approved. 
 
3. Recognition of Guests – Justin Lone, resident 
 
4. Correspondence – None 

 
5. Review of Bills – The Commission reviewed bills for the month of January in the amount 
of $5,927.74. 

 
6. Public Comments- None 

 
 7. New Business 

A. Strategic Plan of Parks – Kevin Lane reviewed updates from FitzGerald & 
Halliday. Town Park adjustments include reworking the fields to create room for a foul pole and 
create camping sites to rent. Main Street Park plan updated to an on-demand ice rink 100’ x 60’ 
and the splash pad was moved over. There was discussion on the size of the ice rink and seating at 
the band stand. Saybrook Point plan integrated 6 retail kiosks along walking path for retailers to 
sell goods in a market-style environment and added an open-air shade pavilion next to new 
concession area. Harvey’s Beach remained widely unchanged. Within 60 days logistics, 
implementation and cost estimates will be coming.  

B. Harvey’s Beach Vendor Application Review – Ray Allen presented the only 
application received which was from Shore She Shed, LLC. The application will be decided upon 
at the March meeting. 

C. Beach Pass and Harvey’s Beach Summer 2021 Fees Discussion- Ray Allen 
reviewed the beach pass policy, 2020 fees and proposed legislation regarding beach fees. There 
was discussion about people not sticking passes to the windshield as required. There was concern 
about the rental property policy. Kevin Lane proposed $20 weekday/$25 weekend at Harvey’s 
Beach and keep Town Beach the same. Nancy Gatta proposed $11 Mon-Thur/$22 Fri-Sun at 
Harvey’s Beach.  
MOTION to change the beach pass fee per car at Harvey’s Beach to $15 Mon-Thurs and $25 Fri-
Sun and holidays made by Nancy Gatta 2nd Kevin Lane. 



MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, February 10, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.  
 
 

Page 2 of 2 
 

MOTION TO AMEND THE MOTION as follows:  daily Harvey’s Beach fee per car $15 Mon- 
Thurs $25 Fri-Sun and holidays and the daily fee per motorcycle is $10 made by Nancy Gatta 2nd 
Kevin Lane. During discussion Jim Henderson asked about the cost of a motorcycle. The 
MOTION TO AMEND THE MOTION was set to vote and unanimously approved. 

D. Mini Golf Fees Summer 2021 Discussion- Ray Allen reviewed current fees and 
cost increases. Kevin Lane proposed new fees of $6 weekday, $5 kids/seniors and $7 weekend. 
Steve Pernal proposed an increase for adults only and have a kids rate. Nancy Gatta suggested a 
prepaid card or punch card could be made available. Jim Henderson would also like to see a book 
of prepaid rounds. MOTION to set the cost of mini golf admission to $7/player with exception of 
Monday and Wednesday as senior’s day and child’s day remaining at $5 made by Nancy Gatta 2nd 
Jim Henderson and unanimously approved 

E. Any Other Business Regarding Programs, Facilities or Personnel – Jona 
Paradis reported Park and Rec will soon present their summer plans to emergency management.  
Summer concerts will go on and a modified Easter egg hunt/scavenger hunt is planned. There will 
be a new community challenge program coming in the Spring to get people outside. The website 
now features a new coaches section with all important information for coaches, including T-Ball.  

 
8. Old Business 

A.  All Parks Review – Ray Allen reported there is ice on the Exchange Club pond, 
but the thickness varies daily.  

B. Preserve Update- Susan Esty reported the Preserve Ad hoc discussed the 
following: working on getting the GEI report out, looking into creating a program or nonprofit- 
Friends of the Preserve and the reoccurring issue of phantom bike routes.  

C. Any other Business regarding Programs, Facilities or Personnel- None 
 
9. Reports 

A.    Chairman’s Report – The Chairman attended the following meetings: Zoning 
Commission meeting to amend zoning regs for the Dock & Dine property, Board of Finance 
budget meeting, a meeting with Atty Ed Cassella about the Dock & Dine property,  Preserve Ad 
hoc meeting and the Jan. 20th Zoning Commission meeting.  There has only been a discussion on 
changes to the zoning regs for the Dock & Dine property. The Chairman stated her concerns about 
the proposal including: the possibility of roaming alcohol, picnic tables being lifted or moved and 
wind-blown debris. Nancy Gatta expressed concern about music and special events. Next Zoning 
Commission meeting is Feb. 17th . 

B.    Director’s Report – The budget was presented to the Board of Finance on Jan 30th 
and was well received. The Board of Selectmen will present the town budget to the Board of 
Finance on Feb. 12th. 

C.    Liaison Reports – None 
 

MOTION to adjourn at 8:15p.m. made by Kevin Lane seconded by Steven Parnel and 
unanimously approved.  

 
Respectfully submitted,                 *NEXT MEETING March 10, 2021 
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