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Foth the certainties and the uncertainties [of our environmental knowledge], then, bespeak cave, caution,
restraint. 1he o%zrw/oelming conviction of the Conservation Commission is that all the areas to be proposed as permanent
apen space, assuring marsh and warersbed prosection, ave visal to Old Saybrook. These open areas have a great deal to do with
the life of the Town, both the literal survival of the animal and plant life we so ofien take for granted and the qualisy of the
lives of the people who reside, work, and play here.”

Conservation Commission
Open Space Plan for Old Saybrook

November 3, 1969

With the conviction of a committed group of local citizens that have been poring over maps, listening to speakers,
wrestling with process and follow-through, GIS and budgets, we present an open space plan for the community of Old
Saybrook. The nature of such documents is that they are living and therefore represent a moment in time in the life of
our town. This is intended to be a guide into the future, part of the continuum of conservation efforts rooted in the
actions of commissions before us and with sincere hope that those in the future will take the stewardship totch and

pass it omn.

We are proud to be a part of this town, endowed as it is with abundant and exemplary natural assets. We also recog-
nize that the threats to these resources are considerable: sprawl, over-use, introduced invasive plant and animal species,
and the far less visible forms of water pollution, including non-point sources of nitro-

gen, toxins and the chemicals from pharmaceuticals in our wastewater that mimic
hormones and disrupt wildlife life cycles. Even the climate threatens to impinge
on our most beloved coastal assets, as scientists predict sez level rise as a result of
global warming.

It is not just an aesthetic exercise to protect our

town’s — and region’s natural resources. Although
o

we could argue that the “ecosystem services” pro-
vided by clean air and water are an important ele-
ment to our well-being {and in fact, survival), there is solid evidence that, in addition
to the quality of life enhanced by the protection of open space, there are real economic
reasons to protect a community’s landscape. The costs of community services associat-
ed with developing our open spaces — roads, schools, safery, infrastructure — in many
cases are higher than the costs of leaving these spaces undeveloped. The compromises
of growth and preservation will continue to be an important part of our town’s future.
The open space plan will be an essential tool.

Each generation must assume that the threats during their watch are worse than those
preceding them; however there is always the beacon example of the osprey that once
virtually disappeared from our shores and was broughr back after our actions — in this
case the use of harmful pesticides — were curtailed. We are optimistic that as current
and future threats 1o our natutal resources continue, the actions stemming from this

plan and future efforts will meet the challenge.

After many hours devoted to this document and maps, we hope it will be put to good use. It is intended to guide the
actions of regulatory commissions and the Land Acquisition Committee in safeguarding our natural resources and
quality of life in Old Saybrook, as well as educating and inspiring residents of the town.

Old Saybrook Conservation Comumission
September 2003



LD SAYBROOK’S CONSERVATION SITES
%z/mm Avcas for Frotection

The Conservation Commission has worked over the past year and a half 10 pull together the information and do the analysis
necessary to define the following Conservation Sites.

NORTHWEST UPLANDS AND OYSTER RIVER

Located in the northwest area of the town, defined by open spaces bordering the toum of Fisex to the north, bordering the resi-
dential developments off Schoolbouse road to the west; bordering the residential developments off Bokum road to the east and
to the south following the main stem of the Oyster River to irs confluence.

The most rugged area of our town, the Northwest Uplands contains our highest eleva-

tions — rocky summits, many with vernal pools interspersed between. Pequot Swamp
is a vegetated marsh surrounded by ledge and upland. This area of town contains
red maple and cedar swamps and evergreens. The Northwest Uplands also includes
the headwaters of the Oyster River — connecting cold springs, intermittent streams
and narrow, winding brooks to Long Island Sound. This watershed is home to migra-

tory fish species, including alewife and blueback herring that travel thousands of miles from their life at sea to spawn in
the upper reaches of the Oyster River. The Oyster River contains a complete suite of healthy tidal marshes, from salt to
freshwater, that support a great diversity of wildlife, including birds, fish and shellfish.

COASTAL SALT MARSHES

{Chalker, Hagar, Mud and Back River marshes)

Located south of Route One and bordering Long Island Sound; to the west beginning with the marsh north of Chalker Beach;
east along the coast including Hagar and Mud Creeks, the mouth of the Oyster River, and the extensive marshes surrounding
the Back River behind Great Hammock and Plum Bank.

These are the small-scale salt and brackish tidal wetlands along our town'’s southwestern coastline. They feed directly
into Long Island Sound and are surrounded by multiple homes. Most are under stress from water quality degradation
and invasive species, particularly where natural water exchange with the ocean has been blocked or reduced — there are
opportunities here for restoration. Despite these pressures and the small size of these wetlands, they continue to harbor
a surprising diversity of species, particularly birds, including egrets, herons, and osprey.

COASTAL EMBAYMENTS

{(North and South Coves, Beamon Creek)

Locased in the southeast area of our toum, North Cove is defined by Saybrook Point to the south, Ragged Rock marsh to the
north, and is bounded by the old railroad bed to the east where it opens to the Connecticut River. South Cove is defined by
Lynde Point to the south and Saybrook Point to the north; Beamon Creek and its marshes Jeeds into South Cove from the west.

These protected coves — including North and South Cove and the inner marshes of Beamon Creek — are important
migratory stopover sites for birds, as well as refuges for wintering ducks that seek protection from the rougher waters of
Long Island Sound. Birders from across the state seek out these quict coastal waters for the large rafts of wintering ducks
and occasional rare bird hidden among the others. Extensive mud flats at fow tide provide aceess to important food —
clams, worms and crustaceans. These coves are popular fishing and crabbing spots, reflecting their abundance of life.

MATURE COASTAL HARDWOODS/AQUIFER WETLANDS
These woods are located on either side of Route 154 as it bends northeast at the start of Bokum road: to the novth and south
of 154 there ave still large tracts of intact woodland and swamp.

A large — although threatened — area of mature coastal hardwood forest; tall, straight-trunked trees and a noticeable
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absence of vegetation in the understory signal rich soils and make this woodland a unique place to observe what some
of the original relatively undisturbed forests along our shoreline locked like, This area includes a large red maple
swamp along the northern boundary of route 154 that is in close proximity to our town’s aquifer {underground water

source).

CONNECTICUT RIVER BRACKISH TIDAL WETLANDS (Ragged Rock, Ayers Point, Otter Cove)
These tidal wetlands are located along our town’s entire eastern coastline with the Connecticut River; Otter Cove to the north, bor-
dering Essex and Turtle Creek; fisrther south is Ayers point; below the train tracks is our largest brackish tidal wetland, Ragged
Rock marsh.

The salt concentration of these marshes varies seasonally depending on the influences
of the Connecticut River (freshwater snow-melt in the spring) and Long Island
Sound (higher salt concentrations in late summer, particulatly in dry years). Conge-
quently, the vegetation is transitional between the two conditions and represents a
broad spectrum of tidal marsh plants. Ragged Rock Marsh is one of the largest
brackish tidal masshes in the state; it harbors abundant wildlife, including rare and
elusive bird species such as rails and bitterns.

CONNECTICUT RIVER ESTUARY
The Connecticut River estuary extends all the way north to its furthest tidal influence, somewhere novth of Hartford! Along
our town'’s entire eastern boundary we shave brackish and sals marshes with the viver.

International, national, state and local designations proclaim the biological significance of this important river estuary —
the place where this New England river meets Long Island Sound. Estuaries
are among the most productive ecosystems on earth, harnessing and exporting
the sun’s energy through myriad life forms — many of which ead up on our
dinner tables! The River is also an essential migratory pathway for fish and
birds; in particular birds coming up the eastern coast will follow the River
northward, relying on the abundance of fringing wetlands for fuel and rest.

LONG ISLAND SOUND
We're one of only 25 out of Connecticut’s 169 towns that share a southern boundary with Long Island Sound; our coastal
marshes, beaches, rocky bluffs and dunes are all a part of the Long Island Sound ecosystem.

Designated in 1987 as an Estuary of National Significance, Long Island sound supports countless species of fish, birds,
mammals and invertebrates, many of which are economically significant. Just offshore Saybrook there are important
shellfish beds. Our town has small bur good examples of coastal beach and dune habitats, from the outer reaches of
Lynde Point to the cobble beaches and glacial boulders at Cornfield Point — a uniquely preserved picce of the states gla-
cial history. '
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ese seven Conservation Sites highlight the many significant nataral areas worthy of protection in the
town of Old Saybrook; they are our rich natural endowments. Several imporcant points: natural communities — such as
Atlantic White Cedar swamps — occur in patches throughout the town. These communities, some quite small, may be
important not oaly in and of themselves, but in relation to one another. Species — some rare or endangered — rhat rely
on these natural communities may also need varying stages of development within these communities; trees, for exam-
ple, that range from seedling to old growth. Multiple occurrences are insurance for the
future; narural disasters — such as big storms that may blow down entire tree stands —
are “disasters” only if they destroy “the last one.” We are fortunate to have a number of
Atlantic White Cedar swamps, as well as other natural communities, in town.

While the Commission has drawn lines around areas and defined them as important
Conservation Sites, what lies outside of these boundaries is also important toward sus-
raining the Conservation Sites. Watercourses create natural migration corridots and

patches of woodland represent important “island” habitat for both resident and migrato-
ry species. Similarly, what happens to ground and surface water outside the Conservation Sites can have direct impaces
within them. Habitats occur at many scales, and continued loss of natural areas outside these Conservation Site
boundaries increases the pressure for these areas to support more and more species. Hence, meaningful conservation in
our backyards can go a long way toward sustaining important conservation resources throughout the town. Everything
is connected.

And finally, it would be a mistake to acknowledge the exemplary natural resources in our community and put blinders
on beyond our town boundaries. The Oyster River is largely contained within Old Saybrook, however, its connection
and contribution to Long Island Sound - like that of countless river systems along the Connecticut coastline - is col-
lectively significant. Similarly, keeping our forested areas intact completes the patchwork of refuges for migrating birds
from the shore to Cockaponsett State Forest and beyond, while maintaining the integrity of Ragged Rock Marsh pro-
vides refuge for migratory fish, some of which travel many thousands of miles and rely on this — and many other marsh
systems — for critical stages in their life cycle. Our stewardship of Old Saybrook has implications that extend far
beyond our town boundaries.

§L' BOUT THE MAPS

"Two maps accompany this plan. The Natural Resource map includes the general locations of important natural
resources in town, as well as notes of interest, watersheds, wetlands and some of our unique narural communities. It is
intended for broad public use and we hope it will find wide distribution. The second Conservation Sites map defines
the seven Conservation Site boundaries within the context of town infrastructure (streets, etc.), and wetlands and
watercourses. In addition, a modified version of the Conservation Sites map appears on the end page of this document.
The boundaries of the Conservation Sites have been defined using maps, aerial photographs (2000), and the knowl-
edge of the Commission. Privaze lands identified within the boundaries of Conservation Sites represent important nat-
ural resources within the town, not the intent of the town to necessarily acquire or in any way restrict private use. Pri-
vate lands within Conservation Site boundaries rather represent opportunities for private residents or businesses to sce
their properties in a larger environmental context, learn more abour what is special about their backyard, and, if inter-
_ested, how o protect it.




HREATS & WHERF, THEY COME FROM

DESTRUCTION OF HABITAT

The greatest threats to the natural resources of Old Saybrook come, not surprisingly, from the activities of its human res-
idents. Chief among them aze the destruction of habitat — the natural homes of planis and animals — from the activides
associated with development infrastructure; home and business construction, roads, and in waters, from the construction
of docks, bulkheads and other forms of shoreline hardening. Once destroyed, habitac is seldom successfully recreated,
although good efforts are being made in this realm, particularly concerning wetlands.

FRAGMENTATION

Fragmentation results from division or truncation of natural corridors by non-natural barriers; roads, railroads, power
lines and dams are examples. Any development that creates a lot of boundaries berween forest and clearing — such as
residential lawns nexe to woodlands, can also fragment previously intact forest systems. Barriers can lead 1o increased
mortality — amphibians crossing a busy sireet; or prevent access to needed breeding areas - fish encountering a dam; or,
in the case of some migratory bird species that need undisturbed forest area to nest (such as the wood thrush), frag-
menting features can introduce troublesome plant and animal species that prey on or otherwise reduce the productivity
of these birds’ forested home.

POLILUTION

Less visible, and perhaps then most insidious, is the threat of pollution — water, ait, light, even sound pollution that
can alter habirats significantly, therefore favoring the success of more generalist species — such as raccoons, starlings,
even rats, at the expense of our more diverse native flora and fauna. Much of our water pollution comes from stormwa-
ter drainage — the water leaving our built landscapes loaded with oil and toxins from our vehicles, fertilizers from our
landscaping and excessive pathogens and nutrients from failing septic systems. Nitrogen, for example, has been identi-
fied as a key threat to Long Island Sound; it comes from our inland—polfﬁted runoff and ultimately robs freshwarter and
marine species of healthy habitat.

HABITAT ALTERATION

Another important element of habitat alteration is related to our redistribution of water on the landscape; where rain-
water would have naturally filtered through trees and other vegetation, our increasingly built environment redistributes
this important part of the hydrologic cycle, robbing water from some parts of the landscape while creating excess water
in others. This can impact sensitive life cycles of many of our wetland-dependent species.

INVASIVE, SPECIFES

Invasive Species result from the introduction, both intentional and unin-
tentional, of plants and animals that did not evolve in our native ecosys-
tem, or are opportunistically responding to the changes that humans cre-
ate, such as ficlds and forest openings. Non-native species often out-com-
pete native flora and fauna for food and shelter, and can therefore replace
the complexity of our native diversity with single species populations.
The ripple effect of this happening can be immense in some cases, and of
as yet unknown import in others. Domestic pers, particularly free roam-
ing cars, also impact local wildlife populations, particularly birds. Mute
swans, bittersweet, barberry and purple loosestrife are examples of unde-
sirable invaders that are all found in Old Saybrook.
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YUMMARY OF THREATS TMPACIING THE NATURAL RESOURCES

OF OLD SAYBROOK
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ASSESSMENT OF THREATS TO CONSERVATION SITES {CONWT.)

Conservation Site = Greatest . Urgency  Priority  Sources
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LONG ISLAND SOUND! Pollution " Nitrogen from land use; sewage, sepric, landscaping

Disturbance Medium | Medium  Endocrine disruprers; pharmaceuticals from sewage that interfere with
biological development of marine species

@lUTK@N PRIMER; A STARTING POINT rOR ACTION

There is a lot of land worthy of protection and good stewardship in Old Saybrook. The Conservation Commission is
charged with inventorying and protecting these natural resources, but every resident of the town is caretaker for these
natural assets and as such can and hopefully will participate. Here are some suggestions:

HOME STEWARDSHIP

A great deal of information exists o guide homeowners about best conservation practices in their own backyard. Main-
raining septic systems, reducing or eliminating fertilizer use or switching to organic practices, learning about invasive
species and not planting them, and planting and maintaining vegetated wetland buffers are all good starts. Given the den-
sity of residences in Old Saybrook, particularly along the shore, every familys efforts count. A number of local, state and
federal partners can assist and provide information. (Contact your Conservation Cornmission through the Town Hall.)

GI'T INVOLVED

Join or assist 2 town land use commission, join your land trust, become a scout volunteer and get kids involved in con-
servation, This is a great way to learn more about the issues, see some of these natural areas in town and meet like-
minded and energetic members of your community.

DONATE

Donate money or professional services or equipment to local groups that are working hard to protect the town’s natural beauty:
the fand trust, town land use department, or local parks. Attorneys are needed for land transactions, artists for fundraising ben-
efits, and biologists to help do inventory work. Perhaps the greatest donation possible is that of land to the rown or fand wust
10 be protected for the future. Ask your land trust board members about the tax benefits of charirable contributions of land.

INITIATE

Initiate a new project (see the Appendix); the Conservation Commission can get you started. For example, the state of
Connecticut has a list of priorities for marsh restoration along the coast of Connecticut — at Beamon Creek, Lynde
Poin, and Ragged Rock. Bue the list is larger than the services available, and the state will respond to willing and
receptive local communities that wish to steward a restoration project at the local level. Start a town invasive species
swat team — an idea thar has taken root in the northeastern part of Connecticut. Solicit authors to write weekly edito-
rials for [ocal papers on issues of conservation concern. Engage local high school students to do water quality testing,
inventory aquatic insects or learn about aquaculture to create oyster sanctuaries that will benefic warter quality. Grant

monies are available to fund good local environmental projects.

For more information, call the Town Hall (860)395-3131.

|



APPENDIX A

SOURCES OF ASSISTANCE

AGENCY CONTACT TOWN
American Rivers bt :J'lwww:americanrivers.or-g/ 860-652—9911 Gl;stonbury
lwi?dman@amrivers.org

Audubon Sociery heep:/fwww.andubon.org!  203-264-5098 Southbury o
Connecticut Botanical Sociery http://www.ct—bot-anical‘society.erg/ 860-633-7357 Glastonbury o
Connecticut College heepe/fwww.conncoll.edu/cerec/ greénnet/ ccbes/ New London -
Connecticur Forest and Park Association — CFPA hup:/Fwww.ctwoodlands.org/ 860-346—237_2 Middlefield -
Connecticut Fund For The Environment - CEE htip:/fwww.efenvorg/  203-787-0646 New Haven

Connecticut River and Shoreline Conservation JaneBrawerman@.Ct.nacdnet.erg 860-346-3282 Middletown

District -MCSWCD

Connecricut River Wate?shed Council - CRWC ‘

hewp:/fwww.ctriverorg/  413-772-2020

Greenfield, MA 01301

Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture hrep:/fwww.state.ct.us/doag/  203-874-0696 Miford

Department of Environmental Protection -DEP Connecticut State Géologist 860-295-9523 Hartford N
Department. of Environmental Protection -DEP Inland Fisheries 860-424-3474 ' Hartford i
Department of Environmental Protection -DEP Marine Fisheries 860-434-6043 Old Lyme B
Departmer;t of Environmental Protection -DEP Long Island Sound 860-424-3020 Hartford

Department of Eavironmental Protection -DEP Watershed Management  860-424-3020 Hartford

Department of Environmental Protection -DEP  Wedands Management Unit  860-424-3019 Hartford

Department of Environmental Protection -DEP Wildlife Division 860-295-9523 Hartford

Department of Environmental Protecrion -DEP Greenways Program  860-295-9523 Hartford

Fish and Wildlife Service; Conte Refuge htep:/ fwww.fws.gov/tSsoc!  413-863-0209 Tisrners Falls, MA 01376
Fish and Wildlife Service; Stuart B. McKinney heep://northeast.fws.gov/ct/sbm.htm  860-399-2513 Westbrook

Refuge

Land Trust Alliance -LTA

htep:/fwwwlta.org/  202-638-4725

Washington DC

Lynde Point Land Trust 860-233-0733 Fax Old Saybrook B

Natural Resource Conservation_Service - NCRS hetp:/fwww.ct.nres.usda.gov/  860-887-3604 Norwich Service Cenrer

Rivers Alliance hrep://www.riversalliance.org/  860-693-1602 Collinsville

State Archaeologist Dr. Nicholas Bellantoni  nbell@uconnvm.uconn.edu Storrs
hrttp:/farchnet.asu.edu/archives/crm/conn/ctosa/ctosa. html

The Nature Conservancy- TNC http://nature.org/  860-344-0716 Middlerown

Trust for Public Land ~ TPL huep:/fwww.tplorg  203-777-7367 New Haven

UConn Cooperative Extension Service; NEMO hnpzlfm.cmr.uconn.edm ces/ 860-345-4511 Haddarm

program

University of Connectiu, Avery Point hitp://www.averypoint.uconn.edu/ Groton

University of Connecticur, I?elpartment of hetp://florawww.eeb.uconn.edu/ Storrs

Ecology and Evolutiorary Biology

Wesleyan University hrep:/fwww.wesleyan.edu/ Middletoﬁn

Yale B htrp:/ ~wwrw.yale.edu/ New Haven

USEFUL WEBSITES

NEMO: Nonpoint Education for Municipal
Officials {UConn)

http://Mnemo.uconn.sdu

Environmental Protection Agency

huep:/ fwww.epa.gov/

Conserve Online

hitp:/fwww.conserveonline.org

NatureServe

http://www.natureserve.org

Center For Wartershed Protection

htep:/ fwwrw.cwp.org/

Connecticur Invasive Species

heep:/iwww.hort.uconn.edu/cipwe/home.asp

Topographic maps/air phoros

http:/fterraserver.microsoft.com

River informarion and resources

huip:/fwww.rivernetwork.org

hetp:/fwww.fedstats.gov/mapstats
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APPENDIX B

SUGGESTED FUTURE INVENTORY AND PROJECT NEEDS

1. A rown-wide vernal pool inventory; map and gps locations; amphibian surveys.

2. Aquatic invertebrate survey of the Oyster River using DEB, River Watch or other similar established protocol, to create base-

line of existing water quality and habitat conditions.

3. Invertebrate atlas (a systematic, volunteer hased inventory of sclected invertebrates such as
burterflies or dragonflies), especially for Great Cedars Conservation Area and the fargest tidal
marsh systems in town. Estabiished protocols already exist through UConn.

4. Botanic inventory, especially of particular areas of interest {(Great Cedars, ezc.).

5. Bird census routes established with annual spring and fall migration records taken, as well
as summer residents; bird call back surveys in our larger marshes — using tape recordings o “call

in” birds and record their numbers (work with state DEP wildlife division).

%, Archaeology investory map of town, working with state archacologist and town historical society. Identify sensitive areas for

protection.

7+ Tree inventory (with tree commission/warden}; in addition to notable trees, make note of natural communiries of irees, or
trees representing our unigue coastal location, such as pockets of sassafras, tupelo, and sweetgum.

8. Natural Communities: inventory pocket wetlands (such as the exchange club pond thar acts like a draw 4c m wetland), the
peat bog at Great Cedars, the wet meadow behind the Obed reservoir dam, and the dune systems at Lynde ¢~ and the
town beach. Each represents a unique aspect of our town’s natural heritage and may require specific stewardship.

=l

Gather information on the state listed species in town, their locations and identities, from the Heritage program at DEP in

Hardord.
1D. Fish inventory (including records of fish using fish ladders).
1 1. Create Management Plans for the Conservation Sites identified in this plan, including stewardship recommendations.

12. Create an Invasives Work Team to remave or control invasive species that threaten unique town natural resources; enlist this

work team to adopt and maincain town trail systems.

13

Create a brochure on alternatives to invasives and sources of native plants; reducing the use of fertilizers, herbicides and pes-
ticides on landscaping and lawns; oysters and water quality; migratory birds that visit Old Saybrook; docks and their poten-

w

tial biological impacts; 2 homeowners guide to controlling the invasive phragmites.

14 . Address EPA Phase I Stormwarer needs, includiﬁg, for example, labeling storm- drains that carry runoff to Long Island Sound.




APPYNDIX C

FOUNDATION

FUNDING SOURCES

PROPOSAL INTERESTS AMOUNT

WEB ADDRESS

The Conservation Fund/Fastman
Kodak Company

Seed Money to Stimulate Greenway Planning & $500 w0 $2500

Design, Construction etc.

www.conservationfund.org

NOAA Resrorarion Cenrer

Individual Grass-Roots Marine“Habitat $20K o $250K

Restoration Projects

www.nmfs.noaa gov/habitat/restoration

Long Island Sound Study Controlling Non-Point Seurce Pollution, $5K www.epagoviregion0i

_ Teacher Training, Habirat Restoration, etc.
Land Trust Alliance Transaction Costs for Coastal Projects Up 0 $5K www.ewroblicka@lta.org
Environmental Community Granes  Community-Based Groups Working to $250 ro www.nu.com/environmental/grant.asp
Program Improve the Environment $1000 _ _
Boat LS. Foundation Share Clean Boating Messages Up 1o $2K www.boatus.com/cleanwater/granzs
Amesican Sport Fishing Association  Citizen-Driven Habirar Restoration Projects $5Kro $30K www.asafishing.org/content/conservarion/

{/Fish America Restoration Grants

fishamerica

American Rivers-NOAA
Community Based Restoradon
Partnership Grants

Community Based River Restoration Grants,
Support Local Communities in Dam Removal
& Fish Passage to Restore Ecological Integrity of
their Rivers

WWw.Americanrivers.org
wwew.rivergrants@amrivers.org

Rockfall Foundacion

Innovative Environmental Education and Modest Amount
Planning Projects in Middlesex County

www.rockfallfoundation.org/grants

Long Island Sound License Plare
Fund

Innovative, Highly Visible & Directly Related Up to $25K
w0 Long Island Sound or its Tribucaries

http:/."dep.state.cc.ﬁs/ olisp/hcplaté;'
licplate.htm

The Sounds Conservancy Grants
Program

The program enéourages and supports Up o $2500
projects which lead to:

i) Greater public awareness and

understanding of our coastal resources and envi-
ronmental qualiry needs;

i) Improved marine resource management

and coastal management policies;

iii) A better understanding and management

of our region’s coastal fisheries and their habitats;

iv) New careers, job opportunities, and
enterprises in the environmenral and economic
sectors of marine-related industries.

hutp:/ Forww.qlif.org/ programs/sounés.hgx:ll

National Fish and Wildlife

Foundation

+ Address priority actions promoting fish and $10Ktwo §150K
wildlife conservation and the habitats on which
they depend;

* Work proactively to involve other
conservation and community interests;

* Leverage available funding; and
* Evaluate project ourcomes

heep://nfwh.org/programs/guidelines.htm

Ben & Jerry’s Foundation 7

* Lead to societal, institutional and/or $1K o $15K
environmental change;

= Address the root causes of social or
environmental problems; and

* Lead to new ways of thinking and acting,

htep:/ fervrw.benjerry.com/feundation/guide
lines

National Envirenmental Education &
Training Foundarion

The Challenge Graat Program was designed
to create leverage for non-federal investment in
environmental education

. http://neetf@neetf.org

Rivers Alliance of Connecricut

Whatershed éssistance $800 to $7K

rivers@riversalliance.org

Recreation Trails Program

Acquisition, Development, Renovation and . $2K o $50K
Maintenance of Recreational trials

leslie.lewis@po.state.cr.us

EPA Office of Environmental
Education

Environmental education <$25K

WWW.epA. gm.r/ environed/ gra.rﬁ ts.heml

202-200-8619

Merck Family Fund

The Fund has two areas of prioriry to help
achieve a healthy planer. The first is the protec-
tion of viral ecosystems in the eastern US. The
second is supporiing the shift towards environ-
mentally sustainable economic systems, incen-
tives, and behaviors

www.merckilorg/

tt
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APPENDIX T {(CONT.)

FOUNDATION

FUNDING SOURCES (CONT.)

PROPOSAL INTERESTS

AMOUNT

WEB ADDRESS

National Tree Trust

To promote healthy communities by

providing resources that educates and empowers
people o grow and care for urban and commau-
nity forests. Our audience of

eligible grant recipients is: nonprofit conserva-
tion anc% urban forestry organizations

North American Wetland

Conservarion Fund

htep:/iwww.nationaltreerrusr.org

To provide grant funds for wetlands
conservation projects in the United States,
Canada, and Mexico

$600 to $1000K

htep:/fwww.cfda.gov/public/viewprog.asp?
progid=457

The Levinson (Max & Anna)
Foundation

The Environment: including Protection of
Ecosystems and Biological Diversity; Alternative
Energy ard Protection of the Aimosphere; Alter-
native Agriculture and Transportation

$10K w $20K

hetp:/ /m]evinsonfoundation.org

Pr(;ject Wild

Project WILD is one of the most widely-used
conservation and environmental education pro-
grams among educators of students in kinder-

btepi// ww.proje&wild.org/
hzrp:/fwww.dep.state.cr.usfeduc/ketloggfin
dex.hrm

garten through high school
New England Biolabs Foundarion Support grassroots.organizations working $2K to §13K http://wﬁrw.nebf.org/
with the environment
The David And Lucile Packard The Conservation and Science Program heep:/fwwrw.packard.arg/
Foundation seeks 10 protect and restore our oceans, coasts,
and atmosphere and to enable the creative pur-
suit of scientific research toward this goal
The Henry P. Kendall Foundation The Henry I* Kendall Foundation’s program $5K to $50K http:/fwww.kendall.org/app.
focuses almost entirely on the environment and html
the challenges of securing its physical, biological,
and aesthetic wealth for future generations
Patagonia Environmental Grant Local groups working to protect local habitats byiep:/ fwww.patagonia,com/
Program ) enviro/grants
1JS Fish and Wildlife Service Private Stewardship Grants to prozect federally hzrp://endangered.fws.gov/grants/private_st
tisted species ewardship.html
DEP, OLISP Office of Long Island Sound Programs; science, hetp://dep.state.ct.us/husiness/
public access and education grants grantprograms
Norcross Wildlife Foundazion Land Protection Fund WWW.NOICTOSSWS,OTg
Bird Conservancy www.conservebirds.org
EPA 1. Identify watershed problems www.epa.gov/owow/nps/cwact.himl
2. Wetlands programs development www.epa.goviowow/wetlands/grantguide
lines/
Conservation and Research Founda-  The Foundation awards granes of up to $5,000  Up 1o $5,000 heep://biodiversityeconomics.org/funding/

tdon ar Connecticur College

cach for seed money to promote conservarion
and enlightened use of renewable narural
resoutsees; encourage related research in the bio-
logical sciences; deepen understanding of the
relationships between man and the environment;
and address the problem of overpopulation. Pre-
ferred projects are those thar might not qualify
for funding from traditional sources

dir3-13.hem

GE Fund Environmental education/Interpretation, general herp:/ Fvrerw.ge.com/community/fund/
environment, renewable, energy conservation
NOAA and American Rivers River restoration www.americanrivers.org/feature/

restorationgrants.hun
www.nnfs.noaa.gov/habitat/restoration

www.americanrivers.org/damrernoval/defzu
It.hem
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APPENDIX D

OLD SAYBROOK CONSERVATION COMMISSION
r_fz"fy)& Lo Creation Lcy[f/ﬁ@ Gonservation Jetes /%/fb

1. Raw data in the form of GIS map coverages obtained from the state; supplemental information taken from reports, paper

maps, focal knowledge, sice walks

2, Five categories of analysis identified and assigned to Commission members
» Narural Resources
s Historical/Cultural
» Recreation
* Health and Public Safery

* Economic information was gathered to help identify areas important 1o Town

economy and to provide economic justification for open space protection

&+ Maps created for each category with top three to five areas of importance in town identi-

fied (by hand)
4, Consolidated the five category maps into one map (by hand, using overlay paper on light table)

5, Identified 12+- places in town imporzant for conservation (conservation sites) based on the five categories. This number later
jumped to 14 sites wich the inclusion of additional areas that represented large and/or relatively undisturbed natural places
with conservation opportunity that were not otherwise identified through any of the five categories of analysis

. Created boundaries for these conservation sites using:
* Map from step 4
¢ Digitized town parcel map (to show property boundaries)
* Aerial photographs (year 2000} (to show existing land use 1o help establish conservation boundaries irrespective of property
boundaries} '

7 » Grouped conservation sites into seven categories representing systems
» Northwest Uplands and Oyster River
* Coastal Salt Marshes
* Coastal Embayments (North and South Coves)
* Marture Coastal Hardwoods/Aquifer Wetlands
» Connecticut River Brackish Tidal Wetlands
* Connecticut River Estuary
* Long Island Sound

8, Identified top three priorities for protection based on threat

9. Through town Land Acquisition Commirtee, identfy protection priori-
ties based on opportunity to fill in holes or gaps in existing protected
land, add to boundary of existing protected land, create links berween
existing protected open space

1@, Provide wols through plan appendices: funding sources, sources of assis-
rance, future inventory and project needs




ACKNOWILEDGEMENTS
The Old Saybraok Conservation Commission wishes to acknowledge the following individuals for their
contributions and support.

Former Conservation Commission members Robert Boody for his historic information, and Terri
Kinney for creating a recreational information map and summary.

Christine Nelson, Town Planner, and Chris Costa, town Enforce-
ment Officer, for their considerable time and energy contributing

to the maps. Liz Crutcher, GIS consuleant, for her contributions
to the final maps.

Linda Krause and Torrence Downes from the Connecticut River Estuary Regional Planning
Agency (CRERPA) for their experienced advice and unlimited use of office space.

The NEMO team: Laurie Gianotti, Jim Gibbons and Chet Arnold for important information,
advice and countless presentations.

Selectmen Michael Pace, Bill Peace and Velma Thomas for their support.

All present members of the Conservation Commission contributed a grear deal o the completion
of this document. We wish to acknowledge in particular the outstanding effort by Judy Preston
in authoring the text and guiding the development of the maps.

2003 CONSERVATION COMMISSION MEMBERS

Bob Fish, Chair

Walter Harris, Vice Chair
Judy Preston

Jerry Brophy

Charlie Cobb

Pat Ingellis

T} L




Comnservation Sites

WESTBROOK

P L)

“LoNG: 15LAND SPUND. 7,

1. Northwest Uplands and Oyster River

2. Coastal Salt Marshes

d. Coastal Fmbayments

4. Mature Coastal Hardwood/Aquifer Wetlands
5. Conmecticut River Brackish Tidal Wetlands
6. Connecticut River Estuary

7. Long Island Sound
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