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        March 16, 2020 
 
After consultation with State and Local leaders and reflecting on decisions being made by 
the Federal and State Governments, I have decided to issue a Local State of Emergency 
Declaration for the Town of Old Saybrook. 
  
This administrative action is afforded to the Chief Elected Official in each community 
and is a responsibility that I take seriously.    The declaration is  not a statement that our 
community is in peril; rather it is an administrative function supported by our Town 
Charter that permits local government to take specific actions to prepare, respond and 
recover from a potential issue, in this case the COVOD-19 Public Health 
Emergency.  Most importantly the declaration affirms Government’s most important 
responsibility, to ensure the health, safety, and welfare of our citizens.     
  
As part of the Declaration made this morning, I have appointed our Town’s Emergency 
Management Director, Police Chief Michael A. Spera, to serve as Old Saybrook’s 
Incident Commander for all activities related to the Town’s preparedness, response, and 
recovery activities concerning COVID-19.   He will be coordinating with Public Health, 
Public Safety, Education, Social Services, Youth and Family Services and Emergency 
Management officials at the Federal, State and local levels.  Chief Spera and I have been 
and will be in communication with each other multiple times a day for the duration of this 
Public Health Emergency. 
  
The Chief has been appointed to this position several times during my tenure as First 
Selectman and I have full confidence in his and the Town’s Public Safety Leadership 
Team’s ability to prepare for and manage, if necessary, the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency.     
 
Thank you.  
 
Carl P. Fortuna, Jr., First Selectman        




