
Old Saybrook Coastal Resilience and Adaptation Study

Old Saybrook Coastal Resilience and Adaptation Study GZA |p1

INTRODUCTION

Old Saybrook is highly vulnerable to coastal flooding and the long-term effects of sea
level rise. The Town’s vulnerability to coastal flooding presents risk, including: eco-
nomic, property, public safety and natural resources. These risks will likely impact all
residents in the future, some of whom will be directly impacted by flooding and others
whose risk will be limited to financial such as increased taxes.

The Old Saybrook Coastal Resilience and Adaptation Study, funded by a Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG), was performed to: 1) characterize the coastal flood hazards, including sea
level rise; 2) evaluate the Town’s coastal flood vulnerability and risk; 3) inform and
educate Town professionals and residents about sea level rise and coastal flooding; 4)
solicit stakeholder feedback (principally from Town residents); 5) evaluate the feasibil-
ity of different coastal flood mitigation strategies; and 6) recommend actions to imple-
ment coastal resilience and adaptation measures.

The future for Old Saybrook will be stormier, more disruptive and wetter. The Town
has been proactive in planning for this future, but transformation to a fully adaptive
community will take decades. Let’s get started.
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The residents of Old Saybrook.
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