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CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
HYBRID MEETING 

Wednesday, August 31, 2022 
9:00 A.M. 

Old Saybrook Town Hall – First Floor Conference Room 
 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – All members present. Also present, Alex Amendola, 
Alex Sokolow, Ray Allen, Chris Cryder, Kathy Connolly, Ann Termine, Bob 
Lorenz and the Landry’s. Howard Kilpatrick from State of Connecticut 
Wildlife was also present.  

II. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC Ms. Landry asked about signage for 
the Ingham Hill Road parking area and suggested this might be helpful to 
keep cars out of the turnaround. Mr. Sokolow said the sign is being painted 
and will be installed this fall. Further discussion about signage from the 
parking lot to the trails also occurred. Kathy Connolly submitted her 
comments (see attachment 1). Susan Esty asked about when moving some of 
the trails from sensitive areas could take place. There was discussion about 
reviewing the current trails and even trails not on the map that have been 
created and are on private websites. Ray Allen commented that people are 
getting lost. Dr. Klemens proposal has not been funded yet and until it is, and 
all sensitive areas can be marked out, trail work may have to wait until 2023. 
In the meantime, there was discussion about better marking because there are 
so many offshoots that look like good trails that are not. “Confidence” 
markers and better signage discussed.  

III. COMMENTS FROM THE AD HOC COMMITTEE - A letter was 
received from the ad hoc committee (See attachment 2). Much of the 
discussion centered on hunting in the Preserve. Mr. Kilpatrick stated the 
Preserve is plenty big enough for this so there really should be no limit on the 
type of hunting, which occurs mostly in September and October. With 
poachers already in the area, regulating hunting pro-actively is better. 
Discussion of Attorney Cronin’s opinion ensued with the clear distinction that 
the Preserve is a forest not a park and not subject to the town’s park 
regulations. Mr. Cryder thought that this topic should more fully involve the 
public; perhaps signage at the entrances informing people that they are 
entering an area of hunting. Connecticut is a top 5 safety state for hunting; last 
fatality 30 years ago and there are half the hunters now than there was then. 
The Preserve is in a wildlife zone that authorizes aggressively managing the 
deer population. Further discussion on culling the deer herd and much damage  
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can be done to native species by deer. The idea of holding a sub-group 
meeting for hunting was discussed.  

IV. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE – Mr. Fortuna promised the 
group that the distribution list has been corrected.  

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES- MOTION to approve the March 23, 2022 
minutes. 
HOCHOLZER/ALLEN 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

VI. BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD 
A. Update on the Preserve Parking Lots: Route 153 and Ingham Hill Road 

parking lot and turnaround.   
B. GEI Preserve Forest Stewardship Plan 
Because we have missed the season, Dr. Klemens report will have to be 
implemented next spring. There was recently some work in the Preserve 
handling stilt grass. Mr. Fortuna noted that the town is considering its own 
funding to battle invasives. Invasive management costs have gone from 
$500/acre to $900/acre. Mr. Hochholzer noted there is a new policy on 
removal of hazard trees. Stressed trees give off signals to invasive pests. Mr. 
Cryder stated that someone needs to move forward on the core conservation 
area proposal with Dr. Klemens. Outreach to Honor Lawler and Alexander 
Navarro will be made by Mr. Fortuna to see if they can make a meeting on the 
20th to discuss.  
C. Update on the monitoring and control efforts for invasive weeds  

VII. OTHER BUSINESS   
VIII. NEXT MEETING DATE – Potentially September 20, 2022 
IX. ADJOURNMENT – MOTION to adjourn at 10:30 a.m. 

HOCHOLZER/ALLEN 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Carl P. Fortuna Jr., First Selectman 
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