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CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (CMC) 
HYBRID MEETING 

 MINUTES 
Wednesday, March 23, 2022 

11:00 A.M. 
Old Saybrook Town Hall – First Floor Conference Room 

 
Link to recording:    https://youtu.be/FeWCR-qrG88 

 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER – All members present 
II. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC –  

1. Suzanne Thompson of the Gateway Commission spoke: she said the Gateway 
Commission did contribute to the purchase of the Preserve, that it is an 
amazing place for vernal pools and human recreation and that she is 
concerned with timbering and the fracturing of the forest.  

2. John Ogren spoke from the Old Saybrook Land Trust. He believes there 
should be at least a 50% set aside for old growth forest, recognizing the 
benefit of forest management. Worried that there is less frost in 2022 on the 
shoreline than ever before and that could cause problems for heavy 
equipment; also worried about invasives from logging; requested only bow 
hunting to be allowed. 

3. Judy Preston spoke about the unique forest the Preserve is, that having an 
unfragmented forest is good for migration of species; she cited the Moorhead 
report and that old growth forest is good for carbon sequestration. 

4. Frank Landry spoke – “Preserve the Preserve” 
5. Bob Nussbaum from Essex Land Trust spoke about silting from higher tracts 

of land and is worried about what timbering would do to exacerbate this 
condition.  

6. Ray Allen, Park & Recreation Director spoke that the Ad Hoc Committee felt 
swept aside with their comments and that they did not feel like the town is 
being treated as an equal partner. Their letter is attached.  

7. Keith Coughlin submitted a letter (attached) which the First Selectman read.  
8. Economic Development Commission submitted a letter (attached) which the 

First Selectman summarized. 
9. Peter Fleischert from Essex spoke about how going in the Preserve is quiet 

and helps you disconnect and that logging roads and guns will disturb this. 
10. Bob Friedmann spoke about how logging roads have specific regulations by 

The Nature Conservancy; 18-foot road and the canopy must be preserved.  
11. Another member of the ad hoc committee Sheridan Bauman spoke and echoed  

the comments of all the above. 

https://youtu.be/FeWCR-qrG88
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12. Christine Picklo from the Conservation Commission stated she did not like 
the concept of hunting or logging. 

13. Susan Esty from the ad hoc committee talked about the recent walk they 
went on with DEEP on an old logging road. Logging road scars don’t heal 
very well. She mentioned how the Preserve is used in so many ways by so 
many. She said the ad hoc committee feels unheard and stressed the 
cooperative in the title of the CMC.      

III. COMMENTS FROM THE AD HOC COMMITTEE 
IV. COMMENTS FROM THE COMMITTEE – None at this time.  
V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES -  December 21, 2022.  Motion to approve. 

HOCHHOLZER/ALLEN 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

VI.  BUSINESS BEFORE THE BOARD 
A. Update on the Preserve Parking Lots: Route 153 and Ingham Hill Road 

parking lot and turnaround. 
Discussion was had on the shields that should be ready to go by the end of 
the month. Agreement on a sign at the Ingham Hill Parking area was 
discussed and agreed upon. Alex Sokolow also reported that a telephone pole 
and some wires were recently taken down at the 153 lot.  

B. GEI Preserve Forest Stewardship Plan 
For this, the floor was turned over to Michael Klemens, Phd. His report is 
attached. He suggested that the program proposed by DEEP is being done 
backwards and he suggested that that core natural areas be identified first and 
then a plan around those be initiated. Chris Cyder said we all want what is 
best, core areas should be conserved, use a scalpel, not a chainsaw. There is 
20 years of science on this property that needs to be considered. He noted the 
positive talks the last few days. He does not accept the GEI draft as a guiding 
document because it sets an intention which is not the intention of the ad hoc 
group.  

 
Mr. Hochholzer stated that GEI’s plan is a guiding document of goals and 
objectives, that it is a list or recommendations, that the CMC would be voting 
on specific recommendations that would be implemented from the plan, that 
an operation plan would be developed for silvicultural operations and project 
plan for maintenance operations. Any stand to be timbered would be 
reviewed, by NDDB and all partners, CMC included, and for town 
review/comment. Any particular stand identified for timbering may only 
have limited acres to be timbered due to vernal pools/flora/fauna. He finished 
by asking Dr. Klemens if he would assist in the identification of areas of 
concern so they could be mapped. DEEP is open to this. He cited other 
sensitive forests where a good program has been put in place. DEEP’s 
mission is to preserve and protect their assets. Ray Allen further commented 
that he felt the GEI report was inconsistent and inaccurate with its trail  
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system, trails that should be moved or eliminated, and does not show a way 
to connect to the Essex trail system. Will Hochholzer commented that 
obviously there was a huge uptick in outdoor trail usage during COVID; 
query whether we should be looking at trail density applications 
(Massachusetts has done this). Ms. Esty brought up some freshly cut trees 
that have been “dumped” in a vernal pool next to the parking lot. She feels 
they should be left undisturbed for now and that there should be signage 
saying, “Please don’t move”. 

C. Update on the monitoring and control efforts for invasive weeds. 
Kathy Connolly spoke about the cutting of Barberry in the Preserve. With  
volunteers, there has been nearly 100 hours of cutting. Lastly, she 
commented that, like it or not, nearly every sort of human activity, no matter 
what it is, spreads invasives in the Preserve.  

D. Discussion and approval of Boundary Tags 
There was discussion and it was agreed that, hopefully with the help of some 
volunteers, boundary tags would be placed in the Preserve. The tags were 
handed out and agreed upon.  

HOCHHOLZER/ALLEN 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

VII. OTHER BUSINESS 
VIII.   NEXT MEETING DATE – June 22, 2022 at 11:30 a.m. 
IX.   ADJOURNMENT – Motion to adjourn at 12:45 p.m. 

HOCHHOLZER/ALLEN 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Carl P. Fortuna, Jr., First Selectman 
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