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 MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING

Monday, April 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
 Teleconference via Zoom
I.
REGULAR BUSINESS
A. Roll Call

The Chair, Emily Grochowski, called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 

Members present: Emily Grochowski, Edward Armstrong, Kate Caldarella, Donna Leake, Kathryn Toolan, Tina Rupp, and Andre LaFerriere

Staff and Guests: First Selectman Carl Fortuna; Tara Barros, Chair, Board of Education; Superintendent of Schools Jan Perruccio

There were three members of the public present.

The Chair moved to hear the agenda item “Minutes” after “New Business.”
II.
NEW BUSINESS

A.  “Nest Boutique”  Application for Certificate of Zoning Compliance for Signs

        1610 Boston Post Road, Map 26/Lot 37, Gateway Business B-4 District
Applicant/Agent: Lisa Baster

Property Owner: Alpesh Patel


Lisa Baxter, applicant, presented the application. She proposed to use the former Saybrook Barber Shop sign, placing 'Nest Boutique' over it. A small sign will be added to the existing street sign structure. 

Members discussed sign visibility. Andre Laferriere suggested that to improve visibility a heavier weight typeface be used on the word 'boutique,' and to improve legibility on the smaller street sign, a sans serif should be considered. 

MOTION by K. Toolan to recommend approval of “Nest Boutique”  Application for Certificate of Zoning Compliance for Signs, 1610 Boston Post Road, Map 26/Lot 37, Gateway Business B-4 District; with the recommendation to increase the weight of the typeface in the word 'boutique', and to use a sans serif font in the descriptive line of text on the street 
sign; SECONDED: E. Armstrong; VOTING IN FAVOR: E. Grochowski, E. Armstrong, K. Caldarella, D. Leake; and K. Toolan; ABSTAINING: None. OPPOSED: None. APPROVED: 5-0-0. 
B.    “Old Saybrook High School Athletic Field Lights”  Application for Special Exception Review to add four 70’ high athletic field lights.  Assessor’s Map 28/Lot 4, Residence A District, Pedestrian Node.
      Applicants/Agents:  Tara Barros, BOE and Carl Fortuna, First Selectman, BOS
First Selectman Carl Fortuna presented the application, explaining some of the history leading up to the application. A text amendment allows outdoor illumination of athletic fields. Also, a new Special Standard was added to Section 53 creating regulations intended to prevent light pollution on site-specific illuminated proposals. He stated that the Planning Commission has found the application consistent with the Town Plan of Conservation and Development. On May 3 the Zoning Commission will open a public hearing on the special exception, which will be continued to May 17.

Tara Barros, Chair of the Board of Education, thanked the First Selectman and Mike Mahoney, lighting specialist, for their stewardship of the application, as well as members of the Board.

 Mike Mahoney, lighting specialist with Musco Lighting, reviewed the proposed lighting plan. Four 70 ft poles of galvanized steel are proposed. He stated that the amount of illumination meets the criteria of the International Dark Sky Association for a community-friendly facility. The light is almost entirely contained within the parameters of the property. There would be technology in place to automatically shut off the lights so they could not be left on after a game. 

E. Grochowski asked about the flood lights on the side of the building that aren't part of this application. Superintendent Jan Perrucio explained that they plan to replace the existing flood lights with lights that would point downward and shine less and would be more respectful of the neighbors. 

E. Grochowski asked about the two options, A and B, on the statement of use. J. Perrucio explained that the options address the concerns of the community regarding light, noise, and crowds of people at the side of the field at Ingham Hill Road. Members discussed addition of trees and the merits of guard rails. Members agreed that trees would be helpful to act as a buffer and prevent parking, and that if guard rails were to be placed there that they be post and beam style.

Members of the public were invited to speak. Speaking in favor were: Rich Hanratty, Meghan Brady, and Peter Rothman, all residents and parents of high school student athletes.


A motion was made by E. Armstrong to recommend approval of the application with the recommendation that trees be added to the east end of the field. The motion was seconded by K. Toolan. The motion was amended to include recommendation of a guard rail, in a parkway or post and beam style (not a metal highway rail). 
MOTION by E. Armstrong to recommend approval of “Old Saybrook High School Athletic Field Lights” Application for Special Exception Review to add four 70’ high athletic field lights, with the recommendation that trees and a guard rail be added to the east end of the field along Ingham Hill Road, and that the guard rail be 'parkway' or 'post and beam' style
 and not a metal highway type rail; Assessor’s Map 28/Lot 4, Residence A District, Pedestrian Node. SECONDED: K. Toolan; VOTING IN FAVOR: E. Grochowski, E. Armstrong, K. Caldarella, D. Leake; and K. Toolan; ABSTAINING: None. OPPOSED: None. APPROVED: 5-0-0. 
III.
 REGULAR BUSINESS

B. Minutes  

MOTION to approve the meeting minutes of March 22, 2021, the special meeting minutes of March 25, 2021 and the meeting minutes of April 12, 2021 as presented; MADE by E. Grochowski; SECONDED: K. Toolan; VOTING IN FAVOR: E. Grochowski, K. Caldarella, D. Leake; and K. Toolan; ABSTAINING: None. OPPOSED: None. APPROVED: 4-0-0. 
IV.       ADJOURNMENT
MOTION to adjourn the meeting at 7:59 p.m. to the next regular meeting scheduled for Monday, May 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom; MADE by E. Grochowski, SECONDED: K. Toolan VOTING IN FAVOR: E. Grochowski, K. Caldarella, D. Leake and K. Toolan; ABSTAINING: None. OPPOSED: None. APPROVED: 4-0-0.  
Respectfully Submitted, 

Meryl Moskowitz

Recording Clerk
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