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Executive Summary

Saybrook Point, as it is commonly thought of, is approximately 46 acres of land in Old Saybrook, CT,
located at the eastern end of a small peninsula defined by Geeze Pond, South Cove and the Connecticut
River. Its location is immediately north of the mouth of the Connecticut River, where the river meets

Long Island Sound.

Due to its location, Saybrook Point has played an extremely important role in the creation of Old
Saybrook and indeed in the entire region including all land immediately adjacent to the Connecticut

River.

The largest land owner at Saybrook Point is the Town of Old Saybrook. Other land owners include the
Dock and Dine Restaurant (approximately 2.3 acres directly on the Connecticut River), the Connecticut
River Museum (approximately one acre located directly on the Connecticut River), the Saybrook Point

Inn and Hull Marina.

Having undertaken an extensive review of Saybrook Point, sought and obtained community input and
reviewed a magnitude of cost estimate and possible funding options, the Saybrook Point Ad Hoc
Committee recommends a phased redevelopment of Saybrook Point. The historical and environmental
significance of Saybrook Point shall remain a prime consideration in all redevelopment activities,
Saybrook Point is to become a much more pedestrian oriented public space.

The Town of Old Saybrook should proceed with current planning to:

1. Repair the existing seawall;
2. Relocate overhead utilities underground;
3. Provide temporary repairs to the existing walking surfaces along the river;

Additionally the Town of Old Saybrook should proceed with the following:

1. Initiate purchase of the land at Saybrook Point, owned by the Connecticut River
Museum;
2. Develop an agreement with the Dock and Dine for cross parking and cross access; and

3. Appoint a Building Committee for the design of Phase I.
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Process

A Saybrook Point Ad Hoc Committee

In October 1997, the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Old Saybrook, under First Selectman
Laurence Reney, formed the Saybrook Point Ad Hoc Committee with the charge of creating an
enhancement plan for Saybrook Point along with an implementation strategy. The Selectmen
requested that all of the major land use boards in the Town of OId Saybrook to assign a
representative to the Committee. The Selectmen also requested representatives from the
Connecticut River Museum in Bssex, CT, the Old Saybrook Historical Society and the Ft.
Saybrook Monument Park Association to be members of the Committee. Non-voting members
of the Committee included the Dock and Dine Restaurant, Saybrook Point Inn, the Estuary
Council and the Old Saybrook Chamber of Commerce.

This Enhancement Plan was developed under the Board of Selectmen that includes Susan
Townsley, First Selectman, William Peace and Robert Fish. The Committee members and their
organizations are as follows:

Board of Finance Robert Ganswindt
Board of Selectmen William Peace
Conservation Commission Judith Preston, Vice-Chairman
~ CT River Museum Andrew Motris
Economic Development Commission Marie Reney
Wilma Asch
Fort Saybrook Monument Park Kenneth Gibble, Chairman
Harbor Commission John Lewandowski
Inland Wetlands Commission Judith Preston
Park and Recreation Commission Adam Laverty
Joyce McOmber
Planning Commission Elizabeth Shea
Saybrook Colony Founders (Municipal Historian) ~ Elaine Staplins
Zoning Commission Madeleine Fish

Non voting members of the Committee

Chamber of Commerce William McLaughlin
Dock and Dine Restaurant Jon Kodama
Estuary Council Barbara Shildneck
Saybrook Point Inn Stephen Tagliatela
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Process (continued)

B. Community Design Workshop

In order to develop an enhancement plan for Saybrook Point, the Committee decided to hold and
facilitate a Community Design Workshop. This event was held on March 7, 1998 at the Dock
and Dine Restaurant and was attended by over 100 residents of the Town Old Saybrook.

The intent of the Workshop was to obtain community input into their views of Saybrook Point
and the image that residents have for Saybrook Point in the future. Two work sessions took
place. The attendees were broken down into nine smaller groups for the brainstorming sessions.
During the initial session, each group was asked to list the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats of Saybrook Point. After each group listed all of their strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats, they identified the top three in each category. A written summary of
this is included in the Appendix. The top three elements overall, from all nine groups, is noted as

follows:
The Major Strengths:

Location
Historic importance of the site
Views

The Major Weaknesses:

Appearance
Lack of focus, use and character of the Point

Traffic/parking
The Major Opportunities:

Improvements of appearance
Educational opportunities
Restoration of the river frontage

The Major Threats:

Financial
Lack of vision
Do nothing

The second session of the Workshop was to gain community input into the physical design for
the future of Saybrook Point. Each of the same nine groups was provided with a copy of an
aerial photo and overlay drawing paper. The groups were given approximately 90 minutes and
asked to draw their image of Saybrook Point. At the end of that time, each group presented their
plan to the overall group.

The primary components that were listed by the groups are noted and discussed in section IL
'The Plan of this document. There was strong consensus that the number of access drives should
be reduced, the amount of asphalt dedicated to parking should be reduced and that green space
and other surfacing should be installed which would allow the pedestrian increased visual
importance at Saybrook Point.
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Process (continued)

C.

Public Comment Period

Following the Community Design Workshop, three informal, information meetings were held.
During these meetings, summaries of the data obtained from the Community Workshop were
shared and additional public information and comments were received. Four elements that were
not clearly a consensus from the Workshop, but which the Committee felt were desirable were

incorporated into the planning. These were:

D.

1. The Education Building (formerly the Sandbar restaurant) would remain, at least
through the Phase I development.

2. The existing miniature golf would remain through the Phase I development, then
would be relocated to another on-site location during Phase II.

3. Some public parking spaces would be maintained within a reasonable distance of
the River, to facilitate public observation of the river from vehicles during
inclement weather. These spaces would include 3-4 that would be specifically

~ designated as spaces for the handicapped.

4. The vehicle access from College Street to the Point would be limited to two (2)
locations.

Committee Follow-up and Report

The Committee meetings that followed the informal, public information meetings, were
concerned with developing a phased development approach, an order of magnitude cost for the
development and the review of various funding options.

Based on the Community Design Workshop and follow-up meetings the Committee developed
an overall concept for the Enhancement Plan for Saybrook Point. This concept contains three
primary components which strongly organize Saybrook Point for a pedestrian dominated usage.
The general organization connects the Enhancement of Saybrook Point to the pedestrian walks
from Main Street (via College Street) and to the Causeway and beyond via Bridge Street. The
three components are as follows:

The historical, educational area. The committee considered this to be a quiet,
pedestrian oriented area for the review of the historical significance of the Point. This
area would be centered around the previously developed area known as Ft. Saybrook
Monument Park.

The active area along the river (from College Street to and including the Dock and
Dine Restaurant). This area would include the location for the majority of the automobile
parking, the location to hold large gatherings for concerts and an area for the majority of
the benches and tables. It would, also, include the existing miniature golf area and the
Dock and Dine Restaurant,
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Process (continued)

The environmental, educational area. Like the historical area, this would be quiet and
pedestrian oriented. This area would include the boardwalk from the Dock and Dine
Restaurant to the inlet at Geeze Pond and the observation paths around the marsh. A key
element to construct is the observation platform at the inlet to Geeze Pond as well as the
possible bridge over Geeze Pond to the western marsh walk. This area may also be the
site for a wildlife research and interpretive center.

The Committee believes that a phased development plan be used to accomplish all aspects of the
proposed enhancement plan. The phases area as follows:

Phase T of the Saybrook Point Redevelopment will address the key visual components including
the reduction of entrance drives, the elimination of some of the asphalt parking area, installation
of grass and plant material and the beginning of the larger River Walk. This work will establish
the tone, materials and pallet for the balance of the phased redevelopment,

Phase II will relocate the miniature golf course and complete the River Walk. This phase will
also include the enlargement of the new combined parking area and the installation of the walking
trail along the eastern edge of the marsh.

Phase I could include the installation of the Cornfield Lightship and its pedestrian pier, the
establishment of a wildlife interpretive center or other educational facility and the creation of the
pedestrian walk on the west side of the marsh,
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II. Plan

Prior to defining the elements noted in the Workshop Plans and the follow up information
gathered from the informal information meetings, some discussion should be made regarding the
critical importance of the Connecticut River as an element defining Saybrook Point.

The Connecticut River - defining Old Saybrook's and Saybrook Point's eastern boundary
- is a world class natural resource. The Connecticut River has received international and

national recognition for its biological importance.

1991 - US Fish and Wildlife Service established the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and
Wildlife Refuge. They singled out the Connecticut River as one of forty vital ecological
systems in the Northeast United States.

1993 - The Nature Conservancy, an international conservation organization, designated
the Tideland areas of the Connecticut River a "Last Great Place", one of only 40 in the

northern hemisphere.

1994 - Recognized as having "Wetlands of International Importance" under the Rhamsar
convention (an international accord dedicated to the worldwide protection of wetlands).
The Florida Everglades is another example of the caliber of sites given this recognition.

1997 - Nominated (one of only ten in the nation) as a National Heritage River, part of
President Clinton's initiative to protect and restore America's "Great Rivers".

The Connecticut River is the only large river in the Northeast region of the United States
that does not have a major development at its mouth. Shifting sandbars historically have
made river navigation difficult; consequently the natural ecosystem has survived largely
intact. The mouth of he Connecticut River - its estuary - is phenomenally rich
biologically. The Tidelands region is home to a multitude of creatures, including:

Six kinds of plants and animals that are imperiled worldwide,

The federally threatened bald eagle

The largest run of blueback herring in the world, and one of the largest runs of
American shad in the United States

At least 18 species of migratory waterfowl use this region, including one of the
largest concentrations of the black duck in the northeast.

Residents of Old Saybrook enjoy the benefits of the natural beauty of the estuary along
with birding, boating, fishing and sightseeing. These amenities are tied into preserving
the ecological health of the Connecticut River.
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Plan (continued)
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A, Elements

The following elements have been incorporated into the Saybrook Point Enhancement Plan.

1. Entrance Drive

Currently there are three vehicular access drives into Saybrook Point. These are the
vehicular entrance to the area devoted to Fort Saybrook Monument Park, a vehicular
entrance drive to the Dock and Dine Restaurant and a separate vehicular entrance to the

town owned property (formerly the location of the Sandbar Restaurant).

From the Workshop, and early in the concept design stage, it was clearly apparent that
having three drives was excessive and at times confusing to those coming to visit
Saybrook Point. The Committee recommends maintaining the separate access drive to
Fort Saybrook Monument Park. This drive (and its related small parking area) will

remain separate and not be connected for vehicles to the balance of Saybrook Point.

The two remaining drives (to the Dock and Dine and the Town owned property) will be
combined into one vehicular drive. This drive will be located at the current location of
the drive into the town owned property. The access will be more strongly defined and

will signify the entry to Saybrook Point to those arriving by vehicle.

We recommend the installation of earthen berms on both side of the drive to more
strongly define the area. These berms will clearly mark the entrance to the Point, provide
additional screening of the parking areas and establish an area for identification signage.
From College Street these elements will raise the horizon line making the view more
prominent of the Connecticut River and less of the man-made elements (the Education

Building, parking and River Walk) at the Point.

2. Parking

Clearly the consensus of the residents at the Community Design Workshop, was the
amount of asphalt devoted to automobile parking must be reduced, however, sufficient
parking must be retained. Along with the reduction of asphalt, existing fencing and cross
access barriers should be removed. Parking as planned by the Committee will be shared

by the public and the patrons of the Dock and Dine Restaurant.

3. River Walk

One of the primary opportunities noted at the Workshop was the restoration and
improvements to the River Walk along the Connecticut River. Saybrook Point has

approximately 1,400 linear feet of direct river frontage.
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Plan (continued)

The river frontage is in four distinct parts. The frontage along the river between the end
of College Street to the river side of the Dock and Dine Restaurant, the frontage directly
on the river side of the Dock and Dine Restaurant, the frontage along the seawall at the
land currently owned by the CT River Museum and the frontage from the existing sea
wall to the inlet at Geeze Pond.

The frontage between College Street and the Dock and Dine is all on land and is currently
widely used. This portion of the frontage is extremely narrow, but in fairly good
condition. There are some portions of the seawall that the Town of Old Saybrook is
currently planning to repair. This is the portion of the frontage that will be developed
into the major public place. This will include widening the pedestrian walkway to
approximately 60 feet and to include benches, small planting and perhaps some public art.
New work will also include pedestrian scaled lighting, new paving (different material to
contrast with to the parking paving material), new railings and an area designated for
direct river contact.

The portion of the walk on the river side of the Dock and Dine would be elevated over
water. This section would be 6 to 10 feet wide and would connect the larger river walk
south of the Dock and Dine to the river walk (again on land) at the property currently
owned by The CT River Museum.

The river walk north of the Dock and Dine would be on land and located at the existing
concrete seawall, Although not as wide as the river walk south of the Dock and Dine, the
materials will match. This will be a quieter area, with benches, trash receptacles,
pedestrian scaled light and story boards.

The last segment of the walk will be the board walk from the existing seawall at the CT
River Museum land to the southern end of the inlet to Geeze Pond. This section will be
permanently raised to allow for the tides. Like the boardwalk section at the Dock and
Dine, this section is envisioned to be 6 to 10 feet wide. This section, as well as, the entire
river frontage improvement will terminate at the new viewing platform( and/or possible
gazebo) at the inlet to Geeze Pond.

4. Lightship (optional)

The lightship refers to the Cornfield Lightship. This ship, one of the last remaining
lightships that formerly guided traffic along Long Island Sound is being pursued by Ben
Clarkson of the River School. The lightship is currently located in Delaware, however
plans for the relocation and restoration program are under way. Although still a few
years from fruition, the restoration and relocation to Saybrook Point would be an
outstanding achievement. The Cornfield Lightship would provide a key visual element
and provide for an additional, educational component at the Point in terms of navigation
and Old Saybrook history, through the use of a physical learning environment.
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Plan (continued)

The location of the Cornfield Lightship has not been finalized. Locations being
considered are at the end of College Street, accessed via a pedestrian pier, or at the
norther portion of the Point, south of the inlet to Geeze Pond. A third option for the
location of the Cornfield Lightship is some other location within the Town of Old
Saybrook. The final location may be based to some extent on Connecticut DEP

approvals.
5. Education Building

The Education Building is the existing, town owned building, formerly Sandbar
Restaurant. Based on input received at the Workshop and during the subsequent
informal, public information meetings, the Committee voted to recommend retaining the
existing building (at least for the initial phase of development). Clear and defined usage
of the building was not determined, although a series of use recommendations have been
developed. Retention of this building in the future will depend on establishing
appropriate and community oriented uses. As a part of the initial phase, the Committee
recommends the inclusion of some minimal funds for minor repair to the Education
Building. Possible uses inciude, but are not limited to:

Food service. The suggestion was made to allow the high school, through one of
its programs, to create a program for students to run and manage the food service
portion.

Public rest rooms. Some repairs to the existing rest rooms may be in order and
specifically eliminate the use of the facilities for uses other than personal hygiene.

The Audubon Society or other educational group could establish an
educational center on site. This could be separate or in conjunction with the Ft.
Saybrook Monument Park Association, the Historical Society, the Visitors
Information Center and the Old Saybrook Land Trust. This would provide
information to the casual, and as well more serious, visitors to the area.

6. Miniature golf

From the Workshop, the Committee learned of the residents desire for this family activity
to continue at Saybrook Point. However, the majority of the Workshop groups
suggested the relocation of the miniature golf course to another location (away from the
river walk) and the need for a more challenging course.

Received following the Workshop, the Committee reviewed a recommendation from
Jennifer R. McCann of Old Saybrook. A copy of the full proposal is located in the
Appendix. In general, her recommendation regarding the future of the miniature golf
course is one that would highlight the natural history, human history and environmental
significance of the Connecticut River.
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Plan (continued)

7. Picnic area

The ability of the residents of Old Saybrook to enjoy a picnic at the Point was a desirable
element that came from the workshop.

8. Concerts

The ability of an area at the Point to accommodate musical events was mentioned
numerous times during the Workshop. The "concert area” was not seen as a formal
structure, but an area designated where a small stage or portable band shell could be
located.

9, Piers

Piers were mentioned by 7 of the groups during the Workshop. The Committee
recommends the installation of a pier, with a preference that the pier be connected to the
lightship or some other sea-going vessel (whether permanent or temporary).

If a sea going vessel(s) cannot be obtained, the pier may still be desirable to enhance the
enjoyment of the river.

10.  Geeze Pond for canoes and kayaks

Six of the nine groups recommended that Geeze Pond be incorporated as a location for
providing direct, water access for canoes and kayaks. A canoe/kayak trail known as the
Connecticut River Estuary Canoe/Kayak Trail has officially opened and Geeze Pond
could become a part of this trail. Some minor improvements along with a designated trail
could provide access to this small pond and allow access to the Connecticut River.
Development of this element would involve the coordination with the CT State DEP.

11.  Pedestrian Bridge and western marsh walkway

A new pedestrian bridge would allow access over Geeze Pond to the western marsh walk.
We envision this bridge to be pedestrian scaled and would cross at the most narrow point
of Geeze Pond. The western marsh walk (with the Geeze Pond Bridge) would allow
pedestrians to circumvent the entire marsh area.
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ITI. Implementation of Phase I

A, Scope of the Enhancement Work.

Phase I would included the following elements. A graphic depiction of the Phase I Plan
follows:

L.

(98]

b

== 0% N O

0.
1.

New entrance road and revised parking. This would allow for some "pull-up”
parking south of the existing miniature golf.

Create earthen berms adjacent to the new entry

Landscape the area north of College Street and the water end of the street
Redevelop and extend the River walk from the Education Building to the existing
miniature golf to create a public space for gathering.

Undertake minor repairs to the Education Building

Install benches, lighting, trash receptacles and plant material at the River Walk
Replace the guard rail along the River Walk

Add a new decorative fountain as a focal point

Provide for and/or allow food for visitors.

Provide the river contact (concrete steps to the River)

Provide signage and decorative flags.

B. Preliminary cost estimate

The mid range preliminary cost estimate for Phase I is $778,000 and in general terms can
be defined as follows: |

bl ol o

Construction costs $432,300 - $612,900
Fees and expenses $137,200 - $204,000
Furniture fixture and equipment $28,400 - $37,300
Soft costs (contingencies) $42,600 - $61,200

C. Project Development Plan - Phase I
I

)

4

o

Saybook Point

The Town of Old Saybrook will need to-approve via Town Meeting funding for
the Architect and Committee expenses.

The Committee will begin fund raising for construction.

The Committee and Architect will prepare the necessary bidding and construction

documents,
The Town will secure approvals from Planning, Zoning, DEP and Army Corps of

Engineers for the proposed work.

Send the project out to competitive bid to select a general contractor
Obtain approval of town funding (or portion thereof) via Town Meeting.
Proceed with construction.

12 May 1998
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IV. Funding for Phase I

As noted previously, we anticipate the construction cost to be approximately $778,000 for Phase I. In
general, we expect that the funding for the Enhancement would be shared:

One third of the funding to be via grants from State and Federal agencies;
One third via private donations; and
One third via the taxpayers of Old Saybrook.

Grant options:

Any grant requests, either Federal or State, must come from the Selectmen of the Town of Old
Saybrook.

Federal
Department of Transportation ISTEA funds through State Department a of
Transportation '
Department of the Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, the Silvio Conte National Fish and
~ Wildlife Refuge :

The American Heritage River Initiative (when enacted, funds should be available for
enhancement and improvements for the nominated rivers.)

State

Long Island Sound Funds - maximum of $25,000 (can apply for this grant annually)
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Connecticut Qutdoor Recreation
Fund (CORF) 40% reimbursement
" Possible grant for the purchase of open space (current Governor's proposal)

Local and Non profit organizations

Rockfall Foundation
Community Reinvestment program of the Essex Savings Bank

Donations

One suggestion from a town resident attending the meetings of the committee was to sell
"bricks" for paving of the river walk with individual names inscribed. This has also been
undertaken in New Haven, the University of Bridgeport and elsewhere successfully.

Other items within the Phase T enhancement that could be donated include the decorative
fountain, the benches, lights, sculpture, the playground equipment, flags and signage including
new story boards. It is also possible that in Phase II, each of the new miniature golf course holes

could be donated.
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V.  Phase II and Phase 111

A, Phase II - An Expansion of the Park - Plan follows

This phase would include:
1. New miniature golf course in a different location.
. Expanded parking area.

3. The board walk would be extended over the water at the Dock and Dine to the
Phase I river walk at the existing seawall

4. Extension of the boardwalk from the existing seawall, generally over water to the
southern portion of the inlet at Geeze Pond.

5. Develop the trail on the eastern side of the marsh from the Geeze Pond inlet to the
existing trail at Ft. Saybrook Monument Park

6. Provide access for canoes and kayaks at Geeze Pond

Phase II including fees and other expenses is estimate to cost between $1,698,700 and
$2,097,200.

The Town of Old Saybrook will need to approve via Town meeting funding for the
Architect and Committee expenses.

The Committee will then begin fund raising for construction

Obtain Planning, Zoning, DEP and Army Corps of Engineers approvals

Send the project out fo competitive bid to select a general contractor

Obtain approval of funding via Town Meeting

Proceed with construction
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V.  Phase II and Phase III (continued)

B. Phase IIT - Completion of the Park Plan follows:

This would include;

1. Pedestrian pier projecting out into the River. This could be with or without the
Cornfield Lightship.

2. Anchorage for the Lightship or some other vessel or the ability to attract vessels
on a rotating basis.

3. The pedestrian path around the west side of the marsh,

Phase III including fees and expenses is estimated to cost between $589,700 and
$750,000.

The Town of Old Saybrook will need to approve via Town meeting funding for the
Architect and Committee expenses.

The Committee will then begin fund raising for construction

Obtain Planning, Zoning, DEP and Army Corps of Engineers approvals

Send the project out to competitive bid to select a general contractor

Obtain approval of funding via Town Meeting

Proceed with construction
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EAST WHARF

East Wharf Architects, Inc.
98 East Wharf Road
Madison, CT 06443
Tel (203) 2451520
Fax (203) 245-5797

architecture interfor design planning
MEMORANDUM
To:  Saybrook Point Committee
From: Tom MacDonald
Date: 12 March 1998

Re:  Saybrook Point
Community Design Workshop

Strengths

View

Locations -unique, river and sound, state and northeast, end of main street, isolation of the area
Beauty - scenic, natural

Towns owns the property

Tourism - ecotourism attractions

History Ft. Saybrook Monument Park, education
Access to the public

Public events

. Opportunity to plan

0. Natural resources, wildlife, water, wetlands

1.  Family use

000 N OV D W

Weaknesses

Parking lot - too much asphalt, lack of shade trees

No food service, need better facilities to join with Ft. Saybrook Monument Park

Traffic pattern - no place to assemble

No plan of development - lack of focus, unconnected areas, lack of vision (overall character)
Visual appearance - telephone poles, physical obstruction, visual obstruction beautify man-made
objects

Gallery building's present condition

Lack of public access from water and land - right of way

Funding costs to improve

9. Possible taxpayer opposition

10.  Under utilized

11.  Who controls site is unclear

12.  Lack of interpretive signage

13. Surrounding property (sewage treatment plant near point)

bl B
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Opportunities

1. Create a family oriented cultural center, passive outdoor recreation, outdoor events (cultural)
activities, concerts at the "Point"

2, Visual improvement

3. Educational opportunities - maritime history of area (site specific), Cornfield lightship

4, Historical, education opportunities

5, Continuous walkway around Saybrook Point area _

6. Make it special - integration of all property and community interests, show off the river and Old
Saybrook, maximize the view, cultural identity

7. Restoration of river frontage and revitalize building to take advantage of the view or remove
building, connection to park

8. Public access to water, fishing space, pier (boating)

9. Timing (interest rates)

10.  Year round use

11.  Controlled commercial development

12, Food service

Threats

1. Doing nothing - indecision consensus

2. Money (lack of) (financial threat)

3. Too much asphalt

4, Lack of consensus - old prejudices among political groups due to vision

5. Over development - land use

6. Lack of progress undermining community spirit

7. Loss of control - what public use

8. Increased traffic congestion

9. State and federal regulations

10.  No security - vandalism, litter

11.  Visual discontinuity

12, Natural disasters

13.  Lack of public services

East Wharf Architects




- Getting To The Point

%, 1d Saybrook’s recent community brain-
8l storming session could be just the push

For nearly a decade, this waterfront asset has been
an unattractive expanse of asphalt, . o
Not since voters agreed in 1989 to spend $3.2
miilion to buy the land at Saybrook
Point have officials been able to settle
on a plan to make the area more pleas-
ant for residents and tourists. So the
Saybrook Point development commit-
tee, headed by Kenneth Gibble and
with representatives from an array of
town boards and other local organiza-
tions, decided to solicit public opinion,
The March 7 session drew an impressive crowd
tof more than 100 people, who split into groups to
idiscuss ideas that ranged from an outdoor restau-
irant to recreational activities or a small nautical
‘history museum. A point of apparent unity was to
‘get rid of the massive parking lot that runs down to

 that the town needs to finally do some- ‘
thing with its Saybrook Point property.

Our ‘Towns

OLD SAY

the seawall on the Connecticut River.
Designing less-ohltrusive parking areas and re-

. routing traffic’ to let pedestrians enjoy the view

would be a major improvement. Finding a way to
unite the point and adjacent Fort Saybrook Monu-
ment Park would also make sense,

The committee plans to hold three more publie
sessions including one set for March
23. More good ideas are likely to sur-
face, which will leave the committee
with the job of distilling the possibili-
ties into a coherent plan. A recom.
mendation with cost estimates is due
to the selectmen by May 1. )
""""""""""""" A sensible approach would be to
BROOK move the plan first toward points of

greatest consensus, such as recontiguring the park-
ing avea. Not all ideas, such as the possible docking

of the lightship Cornfield at the point, will be imme,-

diately doable. A phased plan would let the town'
spread out the cost of improvements and assess
each change to avoid overdevelopment of the point,

-




‘Residents want asphalt

removed atSa

2/10 /9K NAR

By Peggy Schenk-
" Reglster Staff

OLD SAYBROOK — Tear up

the asphalt at Saybrook Point.
That was the nearly unani-
mous wish of more than 100
_ residents who participated in a
community forum over the
weekend, brainstorming ideas
for the area, :
The forum was designed to
bring everi;one' interested to-
gether to help determine the
best uses for the town property
on Saybrook Point, a valuable

. and historic piece of real estate
at the confluence of the Con-

necticut River and Long Island _

Sound. . .

The blacktop at the point
forms a large parking area, on
property owned by the town,
and ‘‘people have decided
they’ve looked at it long
enough,”’ said Kenneth Gibble,
chairman of the ad hoc Say-
brook Point Study Committee,
charged with compiling ideas
and. making recommendations
on the future of the town’s
most historic property.

But before the town starts
planting trees and shrubs, there
was -a strong feeling that the
town needs a vision for -the
best uses of the property and
how to make the waterfront
accessible to everyone, Gibble

ybrookPoint

“People have
decided
they've
looked at it
long
enough.”

Kenneth Gibble

said.

" Gibble described the forum
as ‘‘fantastic. There was a
great cross-section of people in
“town represented. By the end
of four hours, everybody went
away feeling they had done
something and with a beiter
understanding of what other
people wanted.”

First Selectwoman Susan
Townsley said, “‘It was won-
derful, beyond our wildest ex-
pectations,”’

Ten groups of people were
put together randomly and cre-
ated plans for the point after
discussing ideas. Gibble said
the committee, which will
meet at 4:15 p.m, Thursday at
Old Saybrook Middle School,
will “‘analyze the input and de-
cide what the message is that
people want to convey, a con-
sensus of what's important.”




MEMORANDUM

TO: MR KENNETH GIBBLE, SAYBROOK POINT COMMITTEE

FROM: JENNIFER R. MCCANN, BOARD MEMBER, OLD SAYBROOK LAND TRUST
SUBJECT: RE-DESIGN OF MINIATURE GOLF AT SAYBROOK POINT

DATE: 03/09/98 l

CC: MR. THOMAS MACDONALD, EAST WHARF ARCHITECTS INC,

MORE IDEAS

1 congratulate you and all others involved for facilitating such a productive and positive
Saybrook Point Planning workshop yesterday at Dock and Dine. Many people in the community of
Old Saybrook care deeply about the evolution of Saybrook Point. Most want to transform it into a
public community center/park for the enjoyment of all and a showcase for our beautiful and unique
location on the Connecticut River. [ am encouraged by the degree of conscientious, and excited by
the many fine ideas that came out of yesterday’s meeting,

As a citizen with an environmental education background (M.S., Environmental Science), the
idea that captures my imagination is to redesign the miniature golf into a linear layout, following
along a boardwalk/trail suggested on the upland closest to the shote (next to the CT River Museum
Land). This miniature golf course could be thematic, highlighting the natural history, the human
history, and the environmental significance of the Connecticut River. Each of the eighteen holes
could have a sign, introducing a topic important and germane to the River, taken all together, telling
the story of the River.

Each sign would be simple, and brief, the dtle or first sentence suitable for the youngest
children, with additional information next, for those who want to read on. Each hole could be
individually donated by community businesses, otganizations, and others {especially if they represent
an interest in the topic, ie., the hole on Native American Indians who lived in the area could be
donated by the regional Tribes). ‘This kind of funding would bting the most community
involvement, and contribute to 2 sense of pride and “ownership” of this unique tesource and its long
history. The beauty of this idea is that it accommodates everyone; each player can take as little
information, ot as much as desired.

The following is a suggestion, a possible direction for the story to be told by the course.

HOLE DESCRIPTION

1. ‘The River meets the sea. Map of whole CT River, LIS, “You Are Here”

2. Watershed concept Area of water collection, “Follow a drop of water”
3. Formed from Ice Apge Glacier formed River/Sound 12,000 years ago

4. Water cycle Big picture




10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

All life needs water
Estuary

Supports abundant life
Fish

Anadromous

Bitds

People

Colonists
Industrialization
Shipbuilding
Damns

Recent use

Today

Stewardship

Clean, freshwater precious

How fresh mixes with salt here, effects
plants, insects, fish, birds wildlife, people
Marine nursery

Swim up-river, shad, salmon
migration, i.e. osprey

Native Americans, history

Early settlement

Mills

Trade ships

Hydroelectric power, effects

Marshes ditched, pollution

public enjoyment, summertime fun

We can all care for

These ate initial ideas that many in the community could elaborate on. I'look forward to hearing
other ideas on this topic and others as the planning process continues. Again, thank you for

initiating this worthwhile effort.

Sincerely,

/ OA & /YY\?; AMNAN

Jennifer R. McCann

8 Agawam Ave,, Old Saybrook, CT

388-0825, or until June, 203-972-3439
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SAYBROOK POINT AREA Saybrook Point Adhoc Committee Architect:
CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN Chairman: Mr. Kenneth Gibble East Wharf Architects
Old Saybrook, CT Madison, CT
Total Project Concept Budget Estimate (000's) Original Concept Original Concept
Budget Cost Range | | Budget Cost Range
4/20/98 PHASE 11 PHASE III
Rev. 4/27/98 51198 5/1/98
I. BUILDING CONSTRUCTION
A, New Construction
"~ 1, WildLife/River Interpretive Center Note No. 1
2. Nature Bridge over Geeze Pond 36.0- 660
3. Nature/Marsh Walkways 248- 300
4. Additional Parking/Drives 320- 400

Subtotal New Construction

B, Renovation
1. General Construction/Educ, Building
2. Mini-Golf
3. Bulkhead @ River
4. Recoat/Restripe Parking Area
5. Public RestRoom Building
6. Geeze Pond Dredging
7. Ft, Saybroock Monument Park

Subtotal Renovation Construction
Total Building Construction

. RELATED CONSTRUCTION
A, Sitework
1. Demolition- Drives/Walks/Railings
2. Demolition OH Utilities/Other
3. New Mini-Golf
4, General Sitework Construction
5. New Boardwalk Phase 11
6. New Geceze Pond Bdwalk & Gazcbo
7. New Canoe/Kayak Docking Arca
7. Drive/Parking/Walkway Paving
8. Landscape-Trees/Shrubs/Seed/Sod
9. Drive/Parking/Walkway Lighting
10. New River Contact
11. Features - Fountain/Flags/Signage
Subtotal Sitework
12, New Lighiship Pier (Option #1)
B. Infrastructure (Utility) Systems

1. Domestic Water
2. Fire Protection Loop
3. Electrical Power/Service
4, Gas

5. Sewer/Septage System(s)

6

7

8

. Storm Drainage
. Telecomumications
. Security/Cable

Subtotal Infrastructure

355- 555

A 258- 324

15.0- 185

76.7 - 78.3
75.6 - 99.0
56.0 - 62,5

118.0- 128.0

142.2- 1575
19.2 - 224

3150- 3610

100,0- 1300

1196- 1916

50- 6.0

35.5- 500

50- 6.0

Page 1

180- 240

12.6- 200

See 12. Below
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C. Demolition/Haz. Mat
1. Lead
2. Asbestos
3. Soil Remediation

Subtotal Deme.-Haz. Mat

Totat Related Consiruction

12, New Lightship Pier (Option #1)

50.0 -

60.0
0

295.0- 345.0

Total Related Construct'n w/ Option #1

III FEXTURES, FURNITURE& EQUIPMENT

A. Fixtures

1. Trash Receptacles
B. Furniture '

1. Picric Tables/Benches/Other
C. Equipment

1. Playground

35-

10.0-

12.9 -

5.2

13.5

16.6

Subtotal F., F. & E,

VI FEES & EXPENSES

A. Fees
1. Feasibility/Demographics/Site Study
2. Programming/Planning
3. Site Survey
4. Geotecnical
3. Envirenmental
6. Legal
7. Architect (@ 6.5% T.C.C)
8. Engineer (In Architects Fee)
9. Owners Project Management/Admin.

10. Construction Management (5.5% T.C.C)

11, Special Consuliants
a. Assessment
b. Hazardous Materials
c. Bulkhead/Pier Design Engincering
d. Other

10.0 -

35-
20.0-
28.1-

55~
23.8-

35-

10.0 -

Subtotal Fees

B. Expenses
1. Land Acquisition

2, Insurance/Builders Risk
3. Test Borings/Pits

4, Temporary Utilities

5. Printing/Postage/Models

6. Permits

7. Materials Sampling/Testing
8. Temporary Services

9. Public Signs/Safety

10. Miscellancous Expenses
11. Finance Cost

Subtotal Expenses

9.0-
1.8 -
4.5-
30-

15-
2.5-
1.5-
4.0-

14.0

5.5
30.0
398

10.5
33.7

6.5

12.0

13.0
2.5
8.0
3.3

2.3
4.5
2.5
55
TBD

6.5 -

15.0 -

355-

22.0-
3.0-
35-

76.9 -

55-
65.1-

300
5.0
55

94.0

10.5
79.6

0

40- 6.0

6.0- 80

30- 50
30- 50
278- 349
55- 105

9.0- 120

Page

24.9- 303
35- 55
45- 8.0
34- 60
25- 35
40- 6.5
1.5- 25
55- 15

TBD

1.8~
2.5-
25

2.2
3.0
3.0

2
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V. CONTINGENCY

A. Construction (@ 5.0% T.C.C) 216~ 30.6 592- 723 214- 268
B. Program (@ 3.5% T.C.C. Phase II & IlI) 414 - 50.6 15.0- 188
Subtotal Contingency ]

{SUBTOTAL CURRENT COSTS 7

VI INFLATION (@ 5%/ yr) Note No. 2. 212 306 121.2- 1482 439- 550

NOTE 1. New Construction Costs not included herein Prepared by:

2. Phase 1-1yr, Phases II & Iil-2yrs ea. MANAGEMENT WORKS GA Old Saybrook, CT

as directed by/for:

SAYBROOK POINT AREA EAST WHARY ARCHITECTS Madison, CT

CONCEPTUAL MASTER PLAN Copyright Protected | May 1998

‘Total Project Concept Budget Estimate (000's)

Page 3




* “ Cornfleld “ was the. only serles..of Ilghtshlps to serve PR

“in the State of. Connecticut..From 1856 to 1957 four - . .
d:ﬁerent I|ghtshlps have anchor off of Cornfield’ Pomt -‘

~in- Old: Saybrook to protect shipping from running

aground upon the: Eastern end of Long:Sand:Shoal.::... "~

- Cornfleld ““ was the last. lightship.to'be. constructed N

by the Unlted States L:ghthouse Serwce._.. SR

;power steel: uII stee _.__de;c,:houses,-
& j,j-‘-jl;antern mas_i_;fwlth galley;..on house aft of pilot:
. short:smokesta

‘Beam '26’ Draft 13’ Tonnage: 412 d'lsplll.-ﬂ;f?”l‘i' .
‘Propulsion: Diesel, one Cooper-Bessemer 8 cylinder-
alr-start engme 400 BHP with max: speed of 9 knots. - B

“Length: 112"

;f Currently owned by the Lewes, Delaware Hlstor:cal
R Soc1ety SR .
ﬂ\’/"'vk .

The River School &Q
203 Ferry Road

Old Saybrook, Connecticut 06475
BB 353-2007
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Lcm Gane Ltghts The urth a

nd last C.
38 years ago. Until 1957, a lightship had marked

ﬁed
Long Sand Shoal, in

Long I.?'Ia'nd Sound off Old §qy§rygk, for 101 yedrs.
- Remember the Cornfield?

With another boating season about to
begin, it is still difficult for somie of us
to believe that it has now been alinost
38 years .since the last Cornfield

lightship, orice.4 familiar sight to local .
~ 1919 still-lies at the bottom of the

boating enthusiasts, was retiredd! 577157
© When the lightship was takeil out of -

service o Nov. 24, 1957, it marked the

first tiitié"iA fhore than a century — (01 -
years, to b¢’ éxact — that Long Shnd
Shoal, a few miles off Cornfield Point
in Old S#ybrook, was not marked

lighitship. -~ #3777 oo

by a
e
(The-light$hip was taplaced-ByYadia drd its ctéw before it was taken out of

Sound’s worst marine disasters. when
the steamships Stonington and
Narragansett collidéd in a fog, with a
loss of 20 lives.

_The lighthsip that was on duty in

S6und, sent-there by a barge that
rammed it. It sank in six minutes, .

. : * ok

I remain grateful to this day that I
was lucky enough to go aboard the last
Cornfield Lightship for the purpose of
wiiling & feature story about the ship

beacons.;ﬁ'ﬁ"Faulkflgt:'s.‘Isl'ii‘r‘ld, off ;Ys€tvice 38 years ago. But it was 3
Guilford,"#nd at Saybircok Péilit ind By: Rarfowing éxperience, too.

a series df"6UGYs ‘With Vighis did
sounding déﬁi&eéaﬁéﬁifeé [

poinits, THe AeW, riprovid SYEtaRt. Hé™

(HEYEL s ¢,

‘a touple of crew members, with a;
laufich, picked me up at Saybrook Point

t

It was 4 bright sunny morning when-

Coast Guard told 4 4t the tiifié, wolild to take me' out to the Cornfield for a
bé less ctsily And thoré effectli®.)" 7 ""pérsonally escorted below-decks tour

The 1a8"Coenfield Lightship had., by the skippet. He must have spent a
been on station for-18 years;:since »-couple of hours showing me every inch
1939, and had been the fourtHf Hightship ~of the vessel and telling me about the

412-ton, steel-hullad el 114 feet 8

that had "$éen service there. Then, as a

at Long Sand'§Koal siigc?ﬁt’i.ﬁlt was a:colorful history of the four lightships

inchiés long With "1, 26500t Bam; and.
drew 11 feet 6 inches of WatdiiIt ind &
crew of 13 that used to put. it three’,
weeks of consecutive dutysthen was
granted a one week shore leave while a
relief créw took over, R
The Cornfteld’s fog sighal was a
deep, two-toned beep recognized in its

- y" e 13

day by’ althgst Everyone iiithHe valldy-
shore;—'atea‘.‘%%gmits-t}l_S,OO(T%ﬁhﬂIEﬂ&Wél‘“{‘ led

88 #%qggh.g;qun't more than a few feet
T ..over my fiead. 1t startled me to such an

lighit cotild Gé8den for 13 miles, Jt was,,
anchorgd 111 162 feet of Water.USa#MPre

The orifinal-Cotnfield apparéntly
had a tough time after going on station:
in 1856. Ice coming ,down the
Connecticut River carried hét awar *"at.
first winter and again the nextyem, -

In 1880, the Cornfield's crew was

near the scene of one'df'Long"Isignd

good host, he invited me to stay aboard
for lunch, o

What neither he nor anyone else had
told me, however, is that while we were
below, a thick fog had rolled in over the
Sound and they were about to start up
their powerful foghorn,

As [ recall, [ was just ready to take
my first sip from a cup of coffee when
the horn'let loose a bidst that sounded

extent that my full cup went flying,
with the coffee splattering-over the
skipper, several crew methbers and, or
course, myselfi .

~ Fortunately, there were no flying cup
or ¢offee burmkcasualties but I believe |
was the last civilian invited on board.
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